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LRCN Inducts 530 Librarians in 2015

ibrarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) has registered 4671 librarians, the Registrar/CEO of
the Council, Dr Victoria Okojie has said. Dr Okojie who disclosed this during the induction of certified
librarians held in Abuja on Tuesday, 13th October, 2015 said that in 2015, 530 librarians were certified
as professionals to serve as agents of change in the country.
Librarians contribute to sustainable development of any
economy through management of information resources
and services. The library and information profession has a
vital role to play in the change mantra of the present
administration as no nation can develop without access
to the right information. For Nigeria to take advantage of
information resources at her disposal, the country must
have professionals with requisite professional
competence to oversee the collection, organization and
Dignitaries rendering National Anthem during the opening
dissemination of information.
ceremony
It is therefore commendable that competent hands are injected into the profession for the benefits of the
society.
“I will like to use this opportunity to congratulate the 530 inductees that are being certified to practice the
library and information profession,” she said. “This brings the total number of certified librarians in Nigeria
to 4671.”
The Registrar therefore noted that the inductees will be held responsible for any breach of professional
conduct and should undertake to up-skill themselves regularly through the Continuing Professional
Development Programme in order to deliver quality services.
Acting Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Education, Mrs Hindatu Abdullahi who admitted the
inductees into the profession said that induction is a formal act of making an individual a member of a
profession.
“It is an act of initiating one into a profession with a view to creating positive atmosphere, increasing comfort
level and sense of belonging, increasing knowledge of the organization or profession and its procedures, its
ethics and the sharing of professional values.”
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Mrs Abdullahi noted that the underpinning principle in the library and information profession is access to
relevant information in a timely manner.
She said that although information is ubiquitous, not everyone, especially the rural populace, has access to
relevant information that relate to their needs and noted that information is a vital resource and people
need information for the day - to – day activities and for all round development.
“Access to information is necessary for improving people's livelihood. In rural communities for example,
information on how to improve farm yields, small businesses, health, political participation, social
interaction and education are very essential. In time of emergency, scourge, insurgency and war, access to
relevant information is even more pertinent.
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More Conference Photos

Dignitaries support Dr Okojie to present the new book to
the public
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Ms Atinuke Amo speaks on behalf of the
inductees

“For the masses to access the useful information at their level, they need the assistance of professionals with
the requisite knowledge and competence to collect, manage, repackage and disseminate information.
Certified librarians especially those working in public libraries are best suited for this role.
She therefore called on the library and information science professionals to contribute to the actualization
of the Sustainable Development Goals and targets, saying that the government needs quantifiable results.
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Former Ambassador of Nigeria to Poland who chaired the induction said that libraries in the 21st Century
face daunting challenges of relevance in the face of strong competition from non-professional actors. These
challenges, according to him, require libraries to re-invent the usual way of organising information and
knowledge as well as the methods of offering service to the users.

Dignitaries at the High table

Inductees

“Libraries and the library profession are therefore at the cross roads of seeking relevance in a continuously
fast changing information environment. This is even more critical as it is well established that information is
the most critical resource in the 21st century knowledge society. “
Ambassador Jimba maintained that no country can adequate develop and grow its Gross Domestic Product
without the proper deployment of the information advantage.
He said libraries must re-invent in order to continuously remain at the forefront of providing information as a
critical resource in national development. Librarians, according to him, must rise up to the challenge of the
times and deploy the professional competence to utilize the preponderance of available information
technology media to enhance information access.

Conference of Librarians Advocates Disaster
Management Plan for Libraries

P

articipants at the 2nd Conference of Certified
Librarians held from 11th to 15th October, 2015 at
the Robert Boroffice Conference Centre, Airport
Road, Abuja has called for disaster Management plan for
libraries. This was contained in a communiqué issues at
the end of the Conference.
The stakeholders said the call became necessary
considering that Nigeria is today grappling with terrorism
and insecurity challenges.
Conference session on going
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The Communique read in part: “Government should assist the development of Disaster Management Plans
For libraries in the Country to protect critical information materials from destructions and disasters

Participants at the Conference

Conference session on-going

and the provision of library and educational facilities should take center stage in any rebuilding and
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n e f f o r t s i n t h e N o r t h E a s t a n d i n I D P C a m p s ”.
Earlier during the opening ceremony of the Conference, the Acting Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of
Education, Mrs Hindatu Abdullahi, said libraries play very crucial roles and therefore should be protected
against disasters. She encouraged librarians to think up workable strategies to ensure that libraries are
safeguarded, saying that all precious and valuable resources and other infrastructure in the libraries should
be preserved from potential disaster or risk.
“I therefore call on the library and information science professionals in Nigeria to develop Disaster
Management Plan for Libraries in the country,” the acting Permanent Secretary said.
“This plan has become expedient because there are
documents that are very key to a nation's life and very
important that when such documents are lost or
destroyed, it becomes impossible to replace them. There
should be immutable strategies to keep them intact.”
Mrs Abdullahi stated that libraries hold sensitive historical
and important documentation hence the need for a plan
that is not only proactive but preventive.
She said that when the plan is ready, it can be made
available to all libraries in Nigeria to adopt.
Group work during a plenary session
Also, the Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council
of Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie, acceding to the call for disaster management plan for libraries said that on the
global level librarians have set a process in motion. According to her, the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions, IFLA, headquartered in Switzerland is promoting a Risk Register for
documentary cultural heritage.
“IFLA aims to pinpoint unique, irreplaceable documentary heritage collections from individuals and
communities that are of value to a region, but also to the world so that in the event of a man-made or natural
disaster, such information will help secure their safety,” said Dr Okojie.
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Dr Okojie who was recently appointed an Advisor to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) Memory of the World Programme lamented that Nigeria has no entry in the UNESCO
Memory of the World Register. She challenged all librarians, archivist and museum specialists in the country
to as a matter of urgency kick-start the process of registering Nigeria's rich cultural heritage in the World
Register.

President, Nigeria Library Association, Alhaji Rilwanu Abdulsalami
presenting a goodwill message

Group discussion on going

Former Ambassador of Nigeria to Poland, Ambassador Sam Jimba, a certified librarian called on libraries in
Nigeria to digitize their contents. “Since the new users of the library are continuously relying on digital
information formats, libraries must importantly engage in retrospective digitization projects,” he said. “We
must make this a core component of our annual budgets. Because we run the risk of having collections that
are stack up in the libraries which will no longer be used. The National Library of Poland, for example, holds
collections dating back to the 16th century. There is currently a digitization project (which is supported by
the federal government) that aims to digitize all the special collections of the library before 2020.”
Disasters and emergencies have been part and parcel of human existence, so are they with libraries and
other cultural institutions.
It was until the middle of the 20th century that modern disaster planning and prevention efforts became
serious considerations in cultural institutions, libraries inclusive as a result of the damage caused to millions
of books, manuscripts and works of art in many libraries, churches, archives and rare bookshops in 1966
following the devastating over flooding of the Arno River in Florence, Italy.
A few example of other disasters recorded in libraries including the Los Angeles arson fire of 1986 resulted in
the destruction of 18milion dollars worth of collection, which include 400,000 volumes of books that were
burned and 500,000 volumes damaged by heat smoke.
In 2002 the water of Elbe destroyed over one million materials in Germany, Austria and Czech Republic,
which alone accounted for 800,000 damaged materials out of the total number. The Academy of Sciences
Library in Leningrad, Russia suffered a loss through fire of 400,000 books while 2-3 million volumes were
damaged in 1988.
A few example of other disasters recorded in libraries including the Los Angeles arson fire of 1986 resulted in
the destruction of 18milion dollars worth of collection, which include 400,000 volumes of books that were
burned and 500,000 volumes damaged by heat smoke.
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Group discussion

In 2002 the water of Elbe destroyed over one million
materials in Germany, Austria and Czech Republic, which
alone accounted for 800,000 damaged materials out of the
total number. The Academy of Sciences Library in
Leningrad, Russia suffered a loss through fire of 400,000
books while 2-3 million volumes were damaged in 1988.
The library world has since then taken up the issue of
disaster planning and implementation with serious
concerns, hence the need for Nigeria to tow this path also.
From human experience, it is important that every library
develops its disaster plan, which it should implement in

the face of occurrence of any form of disaster.
This is because even as no library wishes that any form of disaster should occur, yet none is immune from
them.

PENCOM, HMO, PFAs Sensitize LRCN Staff

o

A guest addressing the staff

n Thursday, 30th October, 2011, LRCN held an
interactive session with representatives of
National Pension Commission (PENCOM),
Hygeia HMO, Stanbic IBTC Pensions, ARM Pensions and
Premium Pensions. The meeting held at the Council’s
eLibrary.
The Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie while
declaring the sensitization forum open called on the staff
to pay attention to issues to be discussed and gain more
knowledge about Pension and Health Insurance issues

The Registrar who was represented by the Director, Professional Services Department, Mr. Dele Omotoso
noted the need for participants to start planning for retirement at the earliest so that the thirty five years of
service will not be completed without any preparations for the future.
In their separate presentations; the PENCOM representative, informed the staff about the processes
involved in deduction, remittance and disbursement of pension fund. Issues about non-crediting of
retirement savings accounts (RSA) was attributed to information gap and multiple RSAs, while the
representative of Hygeia HMO's, Mr. Sam Ochabo said that health care services have been improved
covering surgery and other serious health care that were not included before.
He urged staff to always insist on their rights as scheme holders, visit their website for further details and
make phone call when need be.
The Pension Fund Administrators made presentations on implementation of the Pension Act, 2014, decisive
factors for payment of pensions at retirement, benefits and services rendered to civil servants under the
scheme.
All issues raised by the staff were addressed.
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