L R C NBulletin
LIBRARIANS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL OF NIGERIA
November, 2014 A PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR/CEO

ISSN:2141-9388 Vol. 3 No.11

LRCN, NERDC To Develop School Libraries
Curriculum

L

ibrarian's Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) and the Nigerian Education Research
Development Centre (NERDC) will work together to produce a curriculum for library
and information science schools in Nigeria.

Registrar/CEO of Librarian's Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN), Dr. Victoria Okojie
disclosed while presenting a paper titled: “Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria and
School Librarianship in Nigeria,” at the 29th Annual Conference of the Nigerian School
Library Association held at the University of Ibadan on Tuesday, 28th October, 2014.
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Dr Okojie who was represented at the event by Chief Librarian of the Council, Dr. Justina
Ogbonna said LRCN has undertaken a lot of advocacy to a number of government
organizations and other institutions that can be partners in the development of school
libraries.“The Nigerian Education Research Development Centre (NERDC) and LRCN will
collaborate for the development of the curriculum for LIS schools,” she said.
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LRCN, according to her, recognizes the importance of school libraries in education process
and as such has passion for the development of school libraries in Nigeria.
Driven by this passion, the Council conducted workshop that focused on school libraries
immediately after it was established. In recognition of the importance of capacity building on
the development of libraries, the Council in collaboration with National Library of Nigeria
also organized two national capacity building workshops for teacher librarians in Katsina and
Ibadan in 2010 and 2011 respectively. She said the objectives of the two workshops were to
impact teacher librarians with essential ICT skills; equip participants with knowledge of
running a 21st century school library and enlighten tem on strategies for promoting reading
habits among students.
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“As part of its mandate to maintain standards in
libraries, the Council had undertaken some measures
to improve school libraries in Nigeria,” the Registrar
said. “Aware of the impact of school libraries in
educational process, the Council developed standards
for school libraries to complement other set of
outdated standards. This culminated into the
development of school Library Manual in 2013. The
manual is a veritable tool to enhance the capacity of
school teacher librarians and facilitate more efficient
and effective service delivery in the Nigeria school
library system.”
LRCN has also embarked on a pilot study of six
secondary schools in Abuja, aimed to develop
aninstrument for carrying out national survey of school
Dr. Justina Ogbonna savoring a presentation
libraries in Nigeria. State of school libraries in Nigeria will be determined at the end of the
study. The result of the survey will give the Council a true and holistic picture of the state of
school libraries which will be used for policy decisions that will lead to the improvement of the
libraries.
Dr Okojie therefore charged the Teacher Librarians to be innovative, creative and to provide
value added services. This is because the Librarians of the 21st century should have the
ability to manage the digital information system as this encompasses the overall
competencies necessary to create, store, analyse, organize, retrieve and disseminate digital
information. She called on Librarians to develop their competencies in information literacy.
“The new librarians must be able to work in the hybrid world of printed and electronic media
and provide the most needed information resources in the most appropriate formats for the
ICT environment. The youth like to be themselves and work in an environment with less
restriction from the adult. It then behooves on librarians not to impose unnecessary
restrictions on them. Some of the library laws like “do not eat” in the library should be played
low. The library environment should be democratic where readers are given chance to
contribute to matters that affect them,” she suggested while stressing that Librarians should
develop partnership and collaboration with commercial agencies to provide computer
devices and other technologies in the library.
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