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Librarians Forum Seeks Improved Funding for
Nigerian Libraries

L

ibrarians' Registration Council of Nigeria,
on Wednesday, April 20th, 2016
organized the 5th edition of the Librarians'
Forum with the theme: “Fund Raising in Nigerian
Libraries” at the Council's conference hall.
Issues relating to sources and processes for
funding were discussed at the forum and the
deliberations were considered apt considering
the dwindling economy and low budgetary
allocation to organizations.
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In her welcome speech, the Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie said there is the
need for library and information science professionals to source funding to run their libraries.
I n hi s p res e nt a t i on, he ad of N i ge ri a
Communications Commission, Ibadan Zone, Mr.
Patrick Ayobanji Ojo noted that fundraising is a
process of soliciting and gathering voluntarily
contribution or other money or other resources by
requesting donations from individuals, business,
charitable foundations or governmental
agencies. He said that fundraising refers to efforts
to gather money for non-profit organizational
project; it is sometimes used to refer to the
Dr Okojie welcoming the
identification and solicitation of investors or other
participants
sources of capital for profit enterprise. He said traditionally, fundraising consisted mostly of
asking for donation on the street or at peoples' door and this was experiencing very strong
growth in the form of face-to-face fundraising, but new forms of fundraising have emerged in
the recent years, sometimes called crowd funding.
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Mr Banji Ojo making his presentation

Cross section of participants at the forum

Crowd funding according to him is the collective effort of the individual who networked and
pool money usually via internet, to supports initiative of other people's organizations. It is
used to support a wide range of activities including disaster relief, citizen, journalism, support
artistes by fans, political campaigns, start up, company funding, free software development,
scientific research, civic project, etc.
The forum was interactive and participatory and enough time was for giving for questions,
answers and contributions.

NITDA Affirms Stronger ties with LRCN

T

he acting Director-General of National Information Technology Development (NITDA),
Dr Olatunji has said that the agency is committed to implementing the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) it signed with the Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria
(LRCN) in 2015.
He gave this assurance when the Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie led the Council's
management team on a courtesy visit to the Acting Director-General of NITDA on 18th April,
2016. He said he headed the Corporate Planning, Research and Strategy department that
crafted the MOU at the time and that terms of the collaboration will be complied with to ensure
that the Digital Community Opportunity Centers (DCOC) are made operational and
sustainable.
LRCN Registrar had earlier congratulated the Acting DG on his appointment and wished him
the Council's goodwill. Dr Okojie commended NITDA's support to LRCN's programme
including sponsorship of workshops as well as deploying an eLibrary in the Council's
headquarters in Maitama.
She said the eLibrary is currently being used as a training facility and that users have been
trained in the centre.
LRCN, according to Dr Okojie has also extended invitation to the National Youth Service
Corps and the Joint Admission and Matriculation Board to train serving corps members on
online entrepreneurship and prepare candidates for the Universal Tertiary Matriculation
Examination (UTME) Computer Based Tests with basic ICT skills.
The Registrar also stated that LRCN and NITDA have jointly produced standards for
eLibraries. She said efforts are being made to ensure libraries are mainstreamed into the
United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.
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LRCN Civil Service Union Trains Staff on
Leadership and Work Ethics

Cross section of staff at the training

Guest speaker, Comrade Ogeh Nehemiah,
delivering a speech during the training

T

he LRCN Chapter of the Nigerian Civil Service Union (NCSU) organized a training on
“Effective Leadership: Tool for Organizational Growth and Attitude to Work” for its
members on Thursday, 28th April, 2016 at the Council's conference room.

The representative of the Chief Administrative Officer, Mallam Nasiru Baba in a welcoming
address, said that relationship between union and any organization is interdependent and
union leaders should be seen as partners in progress. He commended the union's effort
saying the training will prepare the staff for better performance and harmonious working
relationship with the organization
Chairman NCSU, LRCN Chapter, Comrade Gambari Shuaibu and the Secretary, Comrade
Paulinus Ehido made presentations on the topics; Effective Leadership: Tool for
Organizational Growth and Attitude to Work respectively.
In a goodwill message by the NCSU, FCT chapter
Secretary, Comrade, Ogeh Nehemiah praised
the Council for establishing the Union and for
permission to hold the training. He lauded the
Council’s Management for their commitment at
maintaining cordial working relationship between
them and the staff. However, he advised the
management to always make policies that are
favourable to employees for optimum
productivity.
Questions and comments raised after the
NCSU, FCT chapter leaders with LRCN Exco
presentations were addressed.
members
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