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Disaster Management Plan for African Libraries
Underway

T

he International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions (IFLA),
Africa Section is considering effective
ways to protect libraries in Africa from natural
and artificial disaster.
Recently there have been loss of human and
material resources across Africa especially in
countries experiencing uprisings and various
forms of civil and political unrest but librarians
in Africa think that loss to libraries could be
monumental.
That was why this issue came to the fore at the Mid-term meeting of the Standing Committee
of IFLA, Africa Section held in Kumasi Ghana, from 7th-10th February, 2014.
It was observed that a lot still needs to be done to ensure that library resources are not
completely lost to emergencies as some resources are irreparable.
The Chair, IFLA Africa Section and Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council of
Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie said the Standing
Committee had selected the National Library
of South Africa to drive the process.
She said that globally, the attention is now
focused on devising implement able
strategies to preserve library collections.
“There are documents that are very key to our
national life and very important that when
such documents are lost or destroyed, it
becomes impossible to replace them.
“We are therefore developing immutable
strategies to keep them intact. When this plan
is ready, it will be made available to all libraries
Obasanjo Presidential Library Complex,
in Africa to adopt. “
Ota, Ogun State
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Continuing, Dr Okojie noted that damages have been done to libraries by protesters
during periods of unrest in different parts of Africa citing the Libraries in Alexandria, Egypt
and in Mali as examples. Libraries according to her hold sensitive history and important
documentation hence the need for a plan that is not only proactive but preventive.
Librarians in other climes are making frantic efforts to protect the libraries. During the
unrest in Kiev, Ukraine, librarians were said to have remained neutral and did not take
direct part in the anti-government protests, but carried out their professional duties,
saving people, protecting library collections and the library building. Beyond this, the
International Red Cross opened a field hospital on the ground floor of the National
Parliamentary Library and managed to save many lives

Maidan activists together with librarians defended the National Parliamentary Library and
stayed in the library building day and night. As a result of their efforts, the National
Parliamentary Library of Ukraine is safe, as are the library collections and librarians.
Although disaster planning might not seem a pressing concern until disaster strikes, recent
events are reminders that any collection or service may be at risk, and libraries and archives
must have prevention and recovery measures in place.

NHIS, HMO Sensitize LRCN Staff

T

he officials of the National Health
Insurance Scheme (NHIS) and a Health
Management Organization (HMO),
Wetlands Health Services Limited held an
interactive session with the members of staff of
Librarians Registration Council of Nigeria
(LRCN) on Thursday, 20th February, 2014 in the
Council's Conference room.
The forum provided a platform for the LRCN
staffers to interact with the group on how to
access health care seamlessly and to enjoy the
full benefits of the scheme introduced by the
Federal Government for all Nigerians especially
the civil servants.
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Cross Section of LRCN Staff
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Cross Section of LRCN Staff

LRCN Management and the guests

Declaring the forum open, the Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie urged the
members of staff to take advantage of the forum to update their knowledge about how the
NHIS scheme works. The Registrar who was represented by Deputy Director, Professional
Services Department, Alhaji Abdullahi Wase noted that the scheme was designed by the
government to provide excellent healthcare services for both the formal and informal sectors
and that it provides health services through approved healthcare providers.

Nurudeen Ali of NHIS making a presentation

LRCN Management and the guests

Presenting a paper on “Public Sector Social Health Insurance Programme” Nurudeen
Mohammed Ali, of the Technical Operations Department of NHIS said NHIS is a corporate
body established under Act 35, 1999 to provide Social Health Insurance in Nigeria. Health
care services of Contributors are paid for from the common pool of funds made by the
enrollees to the Scheme. The Scheme which was launched by the formal Sector in June 6,
2005 is for all Nigerians and legal residents. He also gave a detailed description of the
objectives of the programme which include: providing access to good healthcare, protection
of families, limiting the rise in the cost of healthcare services and equitable distribution of
healthcare costs among different income groups.
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He gave detailed information about the benefits of the programme; the coverage; levels of
care; list of inclusive and exclusive services that
Contributors are entitled to under the scheme as
well as the rights and responsibilities of the
enrollee. He spoke on other issues such as
emergencies, change of provider, and additional
and extra dependants. Nigerians in the employ of
the Federal Government and their dependants,
according to him, are currently benefitting from
the Programme.

Participants at the Forum

Also the Branch Manager of Wetlands Health
Ltd, Mr Andrew Ukauwa, addressed issues
relating to processes of the scheme and the
steps involved in accessing care at the hospital
among other things. Clarifications were sought
by the LRCN staff on a number of issues
bordering on the challenges faced in accessing
NHIS services and were all attended to.
Andrew Ukauwa, Manager, Wetland Health Services ltd at the
Forum

IFLA Africa Section Holds 2014 Standing Committee
Meeting
he 2014 edition of IFLA African Section
Standing Committee Mid-Term meeting
held at the Kwame Nkrumah University,
Kumasi, Ghana from the 7th -10th February,
2014. Nigeria, hosted the 2013 edition of the
meeting.
Annually, the meeting provides a forum for
discussions on vital issues relating to the
Library and Information Science Sector such as
capacity building; exchange of ideas on
securing grants and sponsorship; sharing of
regional challenges and preferring solutions.

T
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IFLA Africa Section Holds 2014.......
During the meeting, it was revealed that Librarians are gaining grounds and organizing
series of trainings in various regions and would in the near future attain the recognition
required to transform the sector positively.
Chair of the IFLA Africa Session and the
Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration
Council of Nigeria, Dr. Victoria Okojie,
expressed her appreciation to the members of
the committee for their selfless commitment
towards African development but highlighted
the need for adequate communication and
feedback among members. She urged
members to make efforts to domesticate the
policies adopted by the Section in order to have

uniform development in the library and
Information Science sector of all regions
within the Continent.
Country reports were taken with activities and
future plans discussed. Updates on IFLA
Governing Board; ALP BSLA; Engagement
with UN Post-2015 Development Agenda and
IFLA Awards were also taken. The Abstracts
submitted for the Africa Section joint
programme with CHILD Section were
discussed and 8 presentations were selected.
Other issues deliberated on were improvements on the 2014-2015 Strategic plan and goals;
Promoting and supporting the development of the profession in the region through the
strengthening of Library Associations;
Increasing awareness of the role of libraries in
promoting literacy and reading skills
development in this area; advocating for
improved access to information and knowledge
for development in Africa.
Mrs. Bhule Mbambo-Thata spoke on the need to
build a Public Library Sector and Network aimed
at increasing the focus, impetus and strength of
the leadership in the sector.
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She further urged the Committee to focus on disaster management and establish
partnership with institutions capable of supporting fundraising activities to enable effective
functioning and broad based participation in the global network on information and
knowledge development in Africa.
To this end committees were formed with action persons appointed to oversee projects
touching on capacity building. In the course of the discussions, Kathy Matsika was elected
as the Africa Section Information Coordinator while Abraham Azubuike was appointed into
the Standards Committee of IFLA.

The Chair in her closing remarks charged the Committee members to work positively
towards further accomplishments by the next Standing Committee meeting scheduled to
hold at Nakuru, Kenya from the 5th-8th February, 2015.
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New NLA FCT Exco Solicits Registrar's Support

At the meeting

Mr. Jaja receiving copies of LRCN Publications

T

he newly elected Executive Committee of the Nigerian Library Association, FCT
Chapter paid a courtesy call on the Registrar/CEO of LRCN to court the Council's
support for some of its programmes.
Led by the Chairman of the Chapter, Mr Abiodun
Jaja, who is also the Librarian of, Nigerian
Education Research and Development Council
(NERDC), the new Exco Members said they
came to introduce themselves and familiarize
with the Registrar/CEO. Mr Jaja said the visit
was their first outing since they assumed duties
and that they came to “solicit support to help take
NLA FCT to the next level.” He said the
Committee would work with LRCN at any level.
“We acknowledge the good work LRCN is
doing, we are proud of you and are happy to
identify with LRCN,” he said.
The Registrar and the guests being taken through
the Conference Website

Part of the requests made to the Registrar
include that librarians in FCT should present
clearance letter as financial members of NLA
before according them the LRCN certification
status. They also enlisted the Registrar's
intervention so that certified librarians will
begin to receive some level of allowances
being enjoyed by their counterparts in
Research Institutes such as Monthly
Professional Allowance; Hazard Allowance
and Uniform Allowance among others.
All the guests participate

P.7

New NLA FCT Exco........
“Responding, Dr Okojie said it was always an honour to welcome the NLA FCT Exco” . She
commended the immediate past Chairman of the chapter, Mr Bonny Chukwu for raising the
profile of the association and that he got his
She then charged the new Chairman to build on
the success story already being told in the
chapter. “I have no doubt in my mind that you
will be able to accomplish that,” she stated while
calling on all members to visit the LRCN
website regularly.
The Registrar then gave an update of all 2014
activities of LRCN, calling them to place high
premium on the upcoming conference of
certified librarians scheduled to hold in May 1823, 2014. She said the conference will afford
younger librarians the opportunity talk to the
Dr. Okojie gets NLA FCT Journals
leaders of the profession and that a poster
session will also take place during the conference for libraries to showcase the various
innovations. There will also be a forum for all academic, school, special public and
government libraries to articulate their issues.
Dr Okojie also informed them that there are lots
of opportunities in the offing for public libraries
as already international interests from the
Electronic Information for Libraries (eIFL);
IREX and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
are being registered. With plans already
concluded for the visit of Senior Policy Advisor
for eiFL Monica Elbert to libraries in Nigeria, Dr
Okojie urged the group to help identify library
projects in Abuja to be showcased while
announcing that the visiting eIFL staff would
have a session with librarians in Abuja.
Group Photograph with Dr. Okojie
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