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Nigeria Hosts LIS Leaders in Africa

I

nternational Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), Africa section held its Mid-Term
Standing Committee meeting from 6-8, February, 2013 in Abuja, Nigeria. The meeting was attended by
all Standing Committee members from different countries in Africa and re-considered all issues
discussed at the 2012 edition held in Zimbabwe.
Chair of IFLA, Africa Section and Registrar/CEO of
Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria, Dr
Victoria Okojie while welcoming the participants
during the opening ceremony said Nigeria, through
the Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria is
hosting the meeting for the first time.
“This is the first time, Nigeria would be hosting any
international meeting of Librarians and Information
Managers and this attests to revolution going on in
the Nigerian Library and Information Science
sector,” she said.
Young librarians in Nigeria with IFLA Africa Section Standing Committe
members in Abuja

Dr Okojie explained that the Section is determined to ensure that the LIS sector in Africa can stand at par with
its contemporaries across the globe.
She listed their priority in 2013 to include evolving strategies to strengthen Pan-African Networks: This will
involve setting up Public Libraries Network so that public libraries can share resources. It will also entail
establishing Network of National Librarians.
They plan to pay closer attention to Building Strong Library Associations. This effort is already yielding results
in Botswana and Cameroon.
President of IFLA, Ingrid Parent represented by the Executive Director, Library Services, University of South
Africa, Dr Buhle Mbabo-Thata during the meeting, said Nigeria has been a member of IFLA for two decades
and has played significant roles since then. Africa, she said, has also taken a prominent position in the global
LIS scene through its numerous training and workshops.
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L-R: Director/CEO, National Library of Nigeria, Mallam Habib
Jato; Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie, Zimbabwean
Ambassador to Nigeria, Amb Mabed Ngulani and Representative
of IFLA President, Dr Buhle Mbabo-Thata at the IFLA Dinner.

Dr. Mbabo-Thata addressing young librarians

She lauded the IFLA Africa Section for pushing forward the BSLA programme having seen the results
being recorded in countries like Botswana, Zambia and Kenya that have adopted the model.
The IFLA boss charged Africa heads of librarianship to work towards the hosting of IFLA congress by
2015.
President of West African Library Association (WALA), Dr James Daniel said Africa will no longer be
termed a dark continent because of the transformation already taking place in all sectors of its economy
including the LIS sector.
On the sidelines of the meeting was a forum organized for young librarians in Nigeria to meet with the
global leaders.
The young professionals were imbued with principles for success in librarianship which was identified as
hardwork, teamwork and accountability.
President of African Library Association and Institution (AfLIA) and University Librarian, Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology, Kumasi Ghana, Dr Helena Asamoah-Hassan told the forum: “I am
still reaping from my hardwork in younger years of the profession.”
The three – day meeting was rounded off with a tour of some tourist's sites in Abuja and a Gala/Cultural
night jointly hosted by the LRCN, National Library of Nigeria and the Nigerian Library Association.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Standing Committee members attended a workshop
organized by Emerald Group Publishing Limited, United Kingdom in collaboration with LRCN. The
workshop held at the e-library centre of the National Universities Commission, Abuja.

On the dance floor with Standing Committee members

P.2

Group Photograph of participants during the
workshop jointly organised by LRCN and Emerald
Group Publishing Ltd UK at the e-Library of National
Universities Commision, Abuja.

African Librarians Form Continental
Association

W

ith the election of the interim Committee for the African Library and Information Association
and Institutions (AfLIA) , the association has been formally established. AfLIA was formed to
serve as a trusted African voice for the library and information community to drive equitable
access to information and knowledge within the continent.
The body was earlier agreed upon at the first
Africa library summit held in 2011 in South Africa
where delegates from the African Library and
Information Science community agreed to a
motion for the establishment of an African
Federation for Library and Information Science.
Part of the decisions taken at the meeting was that
the various library associations on the continent
should consider forming new library association for
Africans.
Registrar of Librarians' Registration Council of
Nigeria and Chair of the Africa Section of the
International Federation of Library Institutions and
Participants at the IFLA Africa Section Standing Committee meeting Associations (IFLA), Dr Victoria Okojie said AfLIA
will be strong continental association which will be in a position to monitor the development of the
various national associations and offer advice and support to the weak ones, because there is strength in
numbers. This, Dr Okojie said is possible since Africa is gifted with several well qualified and well
experienced library professionals.
“AfLIA will have a recognizable status at the Africa Union and UNECA which will make it able to influence
the development of the information services sector in the various countries in Africa.”
Interim Committee members elected during the Standing Committee Mid-Term meeting of IFLA, Africa
Session held in Nigeriain February 2013 are: Dr Helena Asamoah-Hassan, President; Valentina
Bannerman, Secretary. Dr Shawky Salem emerged North Africa Representative while Alim Garga
represents Central Africa. The West African representative is Rilwanu Abdulsami, President, Nigeria
Library Association; Jacintha Were is the East Africa Rep. while representative of South-Africa is yet to be
confirmed. For example, the new association is believed to have eminent LIS Professionals at its helm.
The new AfLIA President, Dr. Helena Asamoah – Hassan gained admission into the Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria, Nigeria in 1974 to study for the Bachelor's Degree in Library Science. She graduated in 1977 with a
Second Class Upper Division Honours degree. She proceeded to the University of Ghana in 1979 for her 2year Master of Arts Degree in Library Studies, which she finished successfully in 1981. In November 2011 she
graduated from KNUST with a Doctor of Philosophy in African Art & Culture.
Mrs Asamoah – Hassan joined the services of the University of Science and Technology (UST) Kumasi, Ghana
as a Senior Assistant Librarian in October 1993 and she became the University Librarian and Head of the
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology Library System, a Full Professorial position, on 1st
October 2000.
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Biola Lawal Wins Q4 Productivity Award

A

staff member of the department of
Administration, Biola Lawal has emerged
winner of the 4th quarter staff productive

award.
The award was conferred on him during the quarterly
general staff meeting held on February 14, 2013 in the
conference room of the Librarians Registration Council
of Nigeria.
Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie who commended the
awardee said no hardwork goes without a reward and
prayed for more blessing upon him.Dr Okojie equally
charged the entire staff to work harder and not be The Awardee, Biola Lawal receives a congratulatory handshake
from the Registrar/CEO
calling on those lagging behind in performance to brace up and make amends where necessary.
She promised that capacity building of staff will be accorded priority in 2013.”We will train staff both loccaly
and abroad,” she said.
Director, Professional Services Department, Mr Dele Omotoso told the meeting that both hard work and
bad work are being taken note of and will be rewarded when due.
Mr Lawal who dedicated the award to his unborn baby said he is motivated to work hard so as to gain more
experience and that working hard makes him happy.
Mr Lawal holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial and Labour Relations from Olabisi Onabanjo
University, Ogun State. His job title is Admin Officer 1 and he is happily married and the union was blessed
with a beautiful baby girl born to them, few weeks after the award.
The award package includes cash, a certificate and a letter of commendation signed by the Registrar/CEO.

Director PSD, Mr Dele Omotoso handing Biola Lawal his award
while the Chief Information/Protocol Officer, Mrs Ngozi Oboh and
the Deputy Director PSD, Alh. Abdullahi Wase look on.
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Cross section of LRCN Staff at the Ceremony

