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LRCN/USPF Train e-Library Staff in North-East
and North-West Zones

L

ibrarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) and the Universal Service Provision Fund (USPF)
jointly organized a 5-day training for members of the e-library staff from the North-East and NorthWest zones of Nigeria.
For the North-west zone, the training held from 11th to 16th May, 2015 at the e-library of North-West
University, Kano. 39 participants drawn from 14 e-libraries attended the event. The libraries were
established by the USPF. In Bauchi where the training for the North-East participants held, there were 34 elibrary staff in attendance and 12 libraries represented. The training held at the ICT Centre of the Federal
Polytechnic Bauchi from 17th to 23rd May, 2015.

Group photograph with Dr Okojie and other participants in
Kano

Group photograph of resource persons with participants in
Bauchi

LRCN also paid courtesy visits to some libraries in the zones. In Kano State, they visited Bayero University,
Kano Library; The North West University Library and the Kano State Library Board. In Bauchi, the Abubakar
Tafawa Balewa University Library and the Bauchi State Library Board were visited. During the visits, they
briefed the librarians on activities of the LRCN and exchanged ideas as well as addressed all questions raised.
It would be recalled that the Universal Service Provision Fund (USPF) established 74 e-libraries across the
country as part of efforts to bridge the digital divide in the un-served and underserved areas. LRCN is
working with the USPF to make these e-libraries sustainable.
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A Memorandum of Understanding was signed by the two organizations in 2014. Training of the e-library staff
is the second component of the MOU and other components are expected to come on stream immediately
after the training. Similar programme held in April 2015 at Benin for e-library staff in the South-South zone.

Dr Ezra Gbaje, a Resource Person

Training session

Mr Gyang Paul from INTERWEB SATCOM LTD during a
practical session

Dr Abdullahi Musa, a Resource Person

Training session ongoing

Mr Kenneth O. Ohis, a Resource Person
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Professional Services Staff Commence Monthly
Innovation Seminar

O

n 15th May, 2015 members of staff in the
Professional Services Department (PSD)
inaugurated their Monthly Innovative
Seminar (MIS). The seminar is expected to create a
platform for exchange of time-tested views on relevant
issues through presentation of papers, discussions on
creative and innovative ideas and professional training
exercises.
Speaking at the maiden edition of the MIS, the Director,
Professional Services Department of Librarians'
Registration Council of Nigeria, Mr Dele Omotoso said
Participants
the monthly seminar will encourage the participants to attain professional excellence. The Director who was
represented by Chief Librarian, Ms Noram Amako commended the initiatorsof the programme and advised
the participants to help make it succeed saying that the MIS remains a huge opportunity for LRCN
professional staff to make meaningful impact in the library and information science sector in Nigeria.
The inaugural seminar had the introductory presentation made by Librarian I, Registrar's Office, Miss.
Chinememma Umeh which provided an overview on the seminar focusing on the vision, benefits and
expectations from participants. It was agreed that for each event, the presenters, rapporteur, compere will
be sourced from among the participants as a way of exposing them to these different roles.

Participants

Participants
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LRCN Mourns the Late Senator Chukwumerije,
Attends Night of Tributes
Management and staff of the
Librarians Registration Council of
Nigeria (LRCN) have extended their
c o n d o l e n c e s to wa rd s t h e
untimely death of the Chairman,
Senate Committee on Education,
Senator Uche Chukwumerije.
The Registrar/CEO OF LRCN, Dr
Victoria Okojie, in a condolence
message noted that news of his
death came as a huge surprise.
The Tribute read in part: “We do
know that death is a debt that we
all owe and must pay someday but
no one is willing to pay his at the
prime of his life. The reality of your
untimely exit has dawned on us
and we cannot but thank God to
whom you belong and to whom
you have gone to be with on the
other side of eternity.
“While you were here, you led an
exemplary life. To Librarians'
Late Senator Uche Chukwumerije
Registration Council of Nigeria
(LRCN), you were a friend, a
father and mentor. Whenever you led the Senate Committee on Education on an oversight visit to the
Council, you offered your sincere commendations on our achievements and gave very useful advice on ways
to improve our services.
“You were patient and kind and full of understanding and wisdom. You gave LRCN the needed legislative
support to attain an enviable status as a pacesetter in the library and information science sector in the
continent. What more can we say? Your death is indeed a huge loss to Nigeria in general, and to the
education sector in particular,” she said.
Dr Okojie also noted that the Late Senator's legacies of forthrightness, humility and sincerity will be missed.
LRCN also participated at the deceased's Night of
Tributes held on 20th May, 2015 at the Ladi Kwali hall of
Sheraton Hotel and Towers, Abuja. The Registrar/CEO
was represented at the event by the Chief Information
and Protocol Officer, Mrs Ngozi Oboh.
There were torrents of tributes from eminent
personalities especially from the South East. Senator Eta
Enang who spoke on behalf of the Senators said the late
Chukwumerije was the President of Christian Legislators
Fellowship and as the chairman of the Senate
Comrade Chukumerije and Dr Okojie during the oversight
Committee on Education, he sponsored very relevant Late visit
of the Senate Committeee on Education in 2012
bills including the bill to harmonize the retirement age of polytechnic and university lecturers and that of
professors to 70 years. Senator Enang said that even from his sick bed, the deceased still pushed strongly for
the passage of Education Minimum Standards Amendment bill, saying that in his honour, the bill will be
presented for the first time on the floor of the senate on Thursday a day before his interment.
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Former chairman of the House Committee on Education,
Honourable Farouk Lawan spoke on behalf the Members
of House of Representatives members and described the
late Senator as a friend, mentor and father figure. Hon
Lawan said they worked to together to scuttle the third
term bid in 2007 and that the late Senator Chukwumerije
has made heavy investment in the nation's education
sector. He said as a friend the late Chukwumerije
supported them when he had problems. “He visited me in
Kuje twice; brought money to me and sent some money
Late Senator Chukwumerije, Dr Okojie and Professor Julius Okojie
to my family.
during the induction of Certified Librarians in 2012
”One of the activities that revealed the cocktail of emotion that flooded the hearts of the audience was the
poetry presentation by Dike Chukwumerije, the late Senator's third son. A well crafted and emotion-laden
poetry titled –'Where is Uche?' left goose bumps on some while others wept openly.
It could be recalled that the late Senator Uche Chukwumerije was an eminent journalist, prominent
propagandist during the Biafra War, fighter for the Igbo cause and master of the martial arts. He died on
Sunday, 19th April 2015 after struggling with lung cancer.
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LRCN Holds Human Capital Development Day

L

ibrarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN)
organized the Human Capital Development on
Wednesday, 27th May, 2015. The event which held
at the Council's Conference hall had the LRCN's
Management and staff in attendance and was jointly put
together by the Department of Administration and the
Finance and Accounts Department.
Declaring the event open, Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr
Participants
Victoria Okojie called on the participants to take full
advantage of the programme to gain knowledge that will improve their lives. The Registrar who was
represented by Mr Dele Omotoso said “no knowledge should be wasted. You may not know when and where
you would need it. Learn from others to improve your life.”
In his opening remarks, the Chief Accountant, Mr Olufunmbi Oyebanjo said the event was organized as part
of efforts towards making the Finance and Accounts staff to be on top of their jobs. He said members of staff
in the F/A department were divided into two groups to research on two different topics which he said will be
presented at the programme.

Accountant II, Mr John Pius making a presentation

Participants

A film show on the life of Nick Vicjicick who was born without limbs but traversed the challenge to emerge
very successful in his carrier set the mood for the meeting. The film was analysed by the participants who
shared the moral lessons learnt from it. Presentations on the topics: 'The quality of work is determined by
the resources and equipment' and 'Quality of a job is not determined by the equipment available but the
person doing the job' were made by leaders of the two teams- Accountant I, Gambari Shuaib and Assistant
Chief Accountant, Musa Nuhu respectively. Comments were made the participants after the presentation.
The Chief Information and Protocol Officer, Mrs Ngozi Oboh did a critical appraisal of the presentations in
line with public speaking rules and procedures while the Chief Admin Officer, Mr Adetimi Adeyanju called on
the participants to make effective use of the resources provided for them in discharging their duties. There
was also a presentation on Work Ethics by the head of SERVICOM Unit, Mrs Tracy Justin where she reeled out
some of the expectations of LRCN customers from the staff.
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