L R C NBulletin
LIBRARIANS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL OF NIGERIA
June, 2014

A PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR/CEO

ISSN:2141-9388 Vol. 3 No. 6

Conference of Certified Librarians: Stakeholders
Chart Course for Transforming the LIS Sector

A

t the 1st conference of certified librarians
held from 18th – 22nd May, 2014 at the
auditorium of the National Universities
Commission, Abuja, stakeholders brainstormed
on how librarians can play key roles in national
growth and development and contribute
meaningfully to the transformation agenda.

Certified Librarians at the Conference

The objectives of the conference were to share
ideas and best practices; deal with emerging
issues in library and information science sector;
provide opportunity for networking and proffer

solution to key challenges in the sector.
The conference had librarians from the academic and research, public/national, school,
special and government libraries in attendance as well as consultants in the library and
information science (LIS) sector and representatives from the American Library
Association, Ghana library Association and the US Mission Nigeria.
The event was declared open by the Honourable
Minister of State and Supervising Minister of
Education, Chief (Barr.) Nyesom Wike who hinted on
the plans by Federal Government to turn public
libraries in Nigeria into Public Access Venues.
This means using Public Libraries to provide citizens
in every corner of the country and at all levels of
society, reliable and affordable access to information
and communication technologies in a public shared
Hon. Min. of State and Supervising Minister of
manner while bringing them into the global
Education, Chief (Barr.) Nyesom Wike addressing the
Librarians
conversations.
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Barr. Wike stated that the Federal Government would partner State Governments in its
turnaround programme for the public libraries.
The “Federal Government is planning many strategic interventions in the library and
information science sector,” he said.
According to him, “Plans are underway to work with State governments to reposition public
libraries in Nigeria as Public Access Venues. As Public Access Venues, libraries will engage
with communities to provide such services as E-Learning Services, Skills-for-Life Services,
Community Enlightenment and Civic Education Services, Health and Gender Information
Services, Career Counseling Services, Youth Collection and Gaming Stations and Small
Business Counseling, among others.” The minister then urged the Certified Librarians and
relevant stakeholders in the information sector to rise up to this challenge.

The keynote speaker, Wife of the Vice President
of Ghana Her Excellency Mrs. Matilda AmissahArthur

Group photograph of dignitaries after the
Opening ceremony

The Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie in her address at the occasion said in an effort
to fast track the transformation of public libraries into public access venues, LRCN surveyed
all public libraries in Nigeria with a view to determining the state of the libraries.
“A database of the over 300 public libraries in Nigeria has been created for the first time in
the history of Nigeria. One of the main aims of the survey is to write a proposal to the Federal
Ministry of Communication Technology justifying why public libraries should be used as
public access venues which will provide e-governance services to the community.”
Dr Okojie said 21st century library services are characterized by advancement in the use of
information and communication technologies in the accessing, retrieving and
disseminating information to the public. “ICTs have changed the face of public libraries in
many developed countries of the world. For Nigeria to attain the vision as enunciated in the
Vision 20:2020 document, concerted efforts must be made to ensure that the potential of
Nigerian public libraries are deployed maximally in order to connect Nigerians regardless of
their physical locations to the global economy.
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“In this regard, Nigerian public libraries in the digital age should, among others: Provide
universal access to online resources for reading, information and education and the
resources provided must be consistent and customer focused; help to build vibrant
communities by encouraging community based activities which target social capital
creation and civic engagement; help to promote social, financial and digital inclusion as
well as support learning in the information society,” she said.
The Registrar equally noted that LRCN has
through its programmes prepared librarians
for this transformation as the number of
certified librarians keeps increasing annually.
She cited that researchers have
demonstrated the impact of public Internet
access in public libraries on the communities
and individuals that the libraries serve and
concluded that public access computing and
Internet access in public libraries function as
a first choice and last resort in offering the
citizens access to a range of services
including e–government services.

Dr. Victoria Okojie delivering her welcome address
during the conference opening ceremony

Justifying the need for turning libraries into public access venues in Nigeria, Dr Okojie
hinted that although access to the internet by Nigerians is put at about 41 per cent of
the population, internet access in the rural areas where more than 70 per cent of the
Nigerian population lives is less than 20 per cent. In addition to this, many Nigerian
families, according to her, cannot afford end user devices necessary to access the
internet, while the cost of home internet is beyond the reach of average families.
Delivering the keynote speech, wife of Vice
President of Republic of Ghana, Mrs. Matilda
Amissah-Arthur, a librarian, called on the library
and information science professionals to
reposition themselves for the digital revolution
taking place in the country. She said Librarians
have really no choice now than to refocus, retrain
and embrace the changing dynamics of
librarianship.
“Due to their role as society's default providers of
public

Hon. Min. of State and Supervising Minister of Education,
Chief (Barr.) Nyesom Wike discussing with Dr. Victoria Okojie computers and Internet access, today's
and Prof. Julius Okojie
libraries do more than just lend books.

P.3

They help people find jobs, obtain specialized information and get connected to
government services.
“Public libraries are now supporting and complementing the work of other public and
quasi-public agencies. This is where librarians should act as facilitators and partners in
development. Librarianship is now a digital information profession and you have no
choice than to step up and embrace the challenge it throws to you in national
development,” she said.
There were various panel discussions, plenary and drilldown sessions from which a
communiqué was produced at the end of the conference.
One of the key issues that the participants projected in the communiqué was the review
of the curriculum used in all library schools in Nigeria. This became necessary due to
obvious changes taking place in the sector globally especially with the revolution being
witnessed in the information and communications technology sector.

At the Shehu Musa Yar’adua Centre Library

Cross section of conference delegates

The delegates said unless concrete efforts are made in this direction, graduates of library and
information science may remain job seekers instead of being employers of labour.
The certified librarians insisted that for librarians to play key roles in national growth and
development and contribute meaningfully to the transformation agenda, the course content
of schools offering library science programmes should be re-jigged.
The communiqué read in part: “At the end of the 5-day conference, certified librarians
agreed that the curricula of Library Schools should be reviewed and made more relevant for
mentoring which is key to entrepreneurship and self employment in accordance with Vision
20:2020,Transformation Agenda and global best practices.”
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The curriculum review according to the conference should be immediately followed by
upgrading the Library Schools departments to Faculties that will focus on different aspects of
librarianship and information management. The Professional librarians urged the Librarians'
Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) as a regulatory agency established by an Act of
Parliament, to champion the processes aimed at improving the skills of practicing librarians.
LRCN was also challenged to intensify efforts towards the Professional Mandatory
Continuing Development Programs( MCPD) focusing on making competence in ICT a
requirement for re-certification.
Librarians were also challenged to be proactive,
skillful and be upbeat in the discharge of their
duties, providing user-centred services using
the various social media platforms. This would
require them to uphold the ethics of privacy of
information to patrons and also subjecting
every information to rigorous analysis and
assessment before putting them on the web.
The communiqué indicated the need for the
establishment of public libraries in all the 774
local governments in the Federation as well as Registrar/CEO LRCN Dr. Victoria Okojie presents a gift
in all Basic and Primary Schools through an Act to Her Excellency Mrs. Matilda Amissah-Arthur at the
welcome dinner in Transcorp Hilton Hotel
of Parliament.
The conference of certified librarians commenced
on Monday, 19th May, 2014 with plenary and
drilldown sessions. The opening ceremony held on
the second day of the conference had the Minister
of State and Supervising Minister of Education in
attendance. Roll call of other dignitaries at the
ceremony include: Wife of Vice President of
Republic of Ghana, Her Excellency, Mrs Matilda
Amissah-Arthur, a Librarian; Acting High
Commisioner of Republic of Ghana, His Excellency,
Dr. Victoria Okojie with Librarians at the
Dinner/Gala Night organized to mark the end of Mr Charles Baah; the Executive Secretary, National
the conference

Universities Commission, Prof. Julius Okojie; Registrar/CEO, Veterinary Council of Nigeria,
Dr Markus Avong; Representatives of Registrar/CEO, Teachers' Registration Council of
Nigeria, Dr. Steve Nwokocha and the Director/CEO of National Library of Nigeria, Mr.
Chuks Ifewekwu; The President, Nigeria Library Association, Alhaji Rilwanu Abdulsalami;
the President, Ghana Library Association, Dr. Perpetua Dadzie and a number of
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University librarians and Directors of library boards were all in attendance at the opening
of the conference.
Other special features of the opening ceremony include a Documentary presentation on the
effective regulation of the library and information science sector by LRCN; then a poetry,
rendered by a 10-year old Chukwuemeka Obi-Obasi which attracted an invitation to the
Poet by the Honourable Minister of Education.
On the sidelines of the conference was a well studded dinner reception organized in honour
of Her Excellency Mrs. Matilda Amissah-Arthur and her entourage. A gala night was also
organized for the delegates to mark the end of the conference.
The conference was attended by over 360 certified librarians and its theme was
'Transforming Librarianship for National Growth and Development.'

More Conference Photos

Cutting of Conference Cake by Registrar/CEO and
dignitaries at the Dinner/Gala Night.

Cross section of conference delegates at the
opening ceremony

The Registrar/CEO Cutting the Conference Cake
with LRCN Management

Chukwuemeka Obi-Obasi rendering his poetry
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Book Fair Trust Braces for Migration to eBooks

M

embers of the Nigerian Book Fair
Trust(NBFT) are putting up all
efforts to ensure that more
Nigerians adopt the eBooks.
eBooks have been referred to as electronic
files of words and images that are of book
length, formatted for display on one or more
devices such as e-readers which are either
sold, leased or distributed.
The NBFT members include: Nigerian Publishers
Association; Nigerian Booksellers Association;
Registrar/CEO of LRCN Dr Victoria Okojie delivering the keynote
Nigerian Library Association; and the
address at the event.
Nigerian Book Foundation. Others are the Association of Nigerian Authors; Association of
Nigerian Printers and Academic and Non-Fiction Authors Association of Nigeria.
The group at its international conference/ book fair held from 5th – 10th May, 2014 in Lagos
Affirmed that eBooks will not replace physical books; that both would complement each other
but considering the ongoing revolution in the information and communication technology
sector, it will be useful to promote the adoption of eBooks.
Chairman of NBFT, Mr Samuel Kolawole while welcoming participants at the conference noted
eBooks are surest means of getting books closer to the people and this is in line with the core
interests of the Trust. Mr Kolawole said the theme of the conference: 'Emergence of eBooks and
Survival of Physical Books in Africa,' was selected to revisit the print versus physical debate put
forth by stakeholders in the industry. He maintained that challenges to migration to eBooks are

enormous but that Book publishers in
Africa are rising to the occassion.
Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration
Council of Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie
delivered the keynote speech at the
conference. Dr Okojie acceded to the fact
that e-books all over the world are
changing how people read. She stated that
e-books have many advantages which
include reducing cost of time and travel to
read and purchase books, increase access
to information, portability, availability,

Dignitaries at the event
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bridging geographical barriers and allowing for synching on multiple reading devices.
The government and policy makers in Africa, according to her must attend to
infrastructural issues such as training, pricing, piracy, language barriers, bandwidth and
establishing regulations on information service provision, if e-books would have full
impact on Africans, else, the penetration into every home will be slow.
The Registrar equally stated that the migration to eBooks is still a long walk in the
continent; yet steps taken in the right direction will result in positive changes in the
African book industry.

Cross section of the participants at the event

Dr Okojie gets an Award

“Although each country in Africa is at different stages in its book industry,
notwithstanding, a few countries have commenced the trade of eBooks,” she said. “The
ushering in of eBooks has not resulted in the extinction of the physical book globally. In
Africa, physical books will survive now and even in the foreseeable future as Africans are
not fully equipped with the necessary tools and manpower needed for the sustenance of
eBook. For now, prints and eBooks will continue to complement each other. Some
people have predicted doom for both the physical and eBook while others have
predicted bloom. For me, both the eBook and the Physical book are here to stay.”
Dr Okojie warned that discountenancing and downplaying the survival of eBook would
be at great personal and collective risk. Many Nigerians and perhaps, Africans, she said,
did not embrace the computer when it first arrived because they focused on the
challenges such as irregular electric power supply and inadequate user skill but they later
regretted their action as they became late adopters. “I dare say the eBook is definitely
here to stay. What we do not know of a certainty is: which model it will arrive on our
tables. Therefore, let us in the Book Trade Sector examine the eBook, embrace it, be a
part of it, own it and drive its future direction. We will not regret it; never again should
Africa be left behind. It is yet another golden opportunity for Africa to showcase best
practice and leadership.”
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Other issues relating to the eBooks were critically deliberated upon at the conference which
was declared open by the Speaker, House of Representatives, Hon. Aminu Tambuwal who
was represented by the House Committee Chairman on Education, Hon. Aminu Suleiman.

LRCN Conference Produces 10-year old
Millionaire

T

he 1st Conference of Certified Librarians provided the opportunity to showcase a
young poet whose performance attracted a scholarship worth millions of naira from
the Federal Ministry of Education.

The poet, Master Chukwuemeka Obi-Obasi rendered two poems at the opening ceremony
of the conference to the admiration of the dignitaries and participants.
The Honourable Minister of State and the ,Supervising Minister of Education Chief (Barr.)
Ezenwo Wike invited the poet to his office where he announced that the Federal Government
approved a six-year scholarship valued at N6million to take care of his secondary school
education.

Obi-Obasi performing a poetry titled ‘My Nation’
during the reception

The Registrar addressing the gathering

Barr. Wike noted that President Goodluck Jonathan's administration will continue to support
Nigerian children for them to excel in their areas of interest.
The Minister informed that he encountered the young performance poet at the LRCN
Conference, and was impressed by his performance.
He said that with performance such as that displayed by Obi-Obasi, it was obvious that the
development of the country is assured.
According to him, President Jonathan's introduction of a scholarship scheme for first class
degree holders was part of an agenda to carefully develop young Nigerians to promote
development in the country.
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In her remarks, Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria, Dr Victoria
Okojie stated that the policy of the council on promotion of reading culture led to the
discovery of the young talent.
Highpoint of the occasion was the performance of a poem- ‘My Nation’; to promote
patriotism by Chukwuemeka Obi-Obasi.

LRCN, Turkish University Mull Collaboration

O

n the invitation of the Nigerian Turkish Nile University, the Management of
Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria paid a working visit to the University
campus in Abuja on Monday, 26th May, 2014.

L-R: Chief Librarian, Dr Justina Ogbonna; Chief Information
and Protocol Officer, Mrs Ngozi Oboh; Director,
Professional Services Department, Mr Dele Omotoso;
Registrar/CEO, Dr Victoria Okojie, at NTNU Librarian and
Deputy Director PSD Alh. Abdul Wase at NTNU

Dr Okojie, NTNU VC and DD, PSD of LRCN

The team was received by the Vice Chancellor of the NTNU, Prof. Huseyin Sert who expressed
delight with the courtesies accorded them by the LRCN team. The Vice chancellor said NTNU
is willing to partner LRCN on some of its workshops training programme. He said Turkish
University group has presence in about six countries in the world while the Turkish
International Colleges exist about seventeen countries.
The Registrar who had earlier briefed the NTNU team on the mandate and activities of LRCN
said it would be useful to consider twining programmes between Nigerian and Turkish
Universities.
The University Librarian conducted the LRCN team round some facilities of the institution
including the library.
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LRCN Registrar Urges Children to Adopt Good
Reading Habits

R

egistrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration
Council of Nigeria (LRCN), Dr Victoria
Okojie has called on children within the
Federal Capital Territory to read a lot of books
so that they can grow to wield meaningful
impact on the Nigeria's development.

CEO, National Library of Nigeria, Mallam Habib
Jato delivering the opening address

Dr Okojie made this call in a goodwill message
delivered at a Reading Promotion Programme
organized by the National Library of Nigeria to
mark the 2014 Children's Day celebration.

The event held at the FCT office of the National Library of Nigeria, Area 2 Garki.
According to Dr Okojie, the Children's Day celebration is an annual event and organizing
a reading promotion campaign on such a day is very strategic. She said Nigerians should
be encouraged to read because reading is key to achieving any global academic
breakthrough anywhere in the world.
“Available statistics reveal that 40 percent of adult Nigerians never read a non-fiction
book from cover to cover after they finish school,” she said. “The average Nigerian reads
less than one book per year, and only one percent of successful men and women in
Nigeria read one non-fiction book per month. The same study showed that 30 million
Nigerians have graduated from high school with poor reading skills but that is not so in
developed nations. About 99% of British citizens can read and write.
The same cannot be said of Nigeria. Out of the
814 million illiterate people in the world,
developing countries, especially Africa,
represent a huge percentage.”
The Registrar said the programme will awaken
the consciousness of the children to prioritize
reading and this is expected to result in
achieving the vision of making Nigeria a
reading population.
The Registrar presenting a book to one of the
Pupils
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Children's day is held around the World to
honour children globally. It was proclaimed by
the World Conference for the well-being of
Children in 1975. It is aimed to promote mutual
exchange and understanding among children
and secondly, to initiate actions to benefit and
promote the welfare of the world's children. In
a day such as this, welfare of the children tops
the agenda and we think that one of the most
effective ways to take care of Nigerian children
is to encourage them to read and provide the
books needed.

Cross section of Teachers and Pupils at the event

Dr Okojie added that donation of books to schools to mark the 2014 event is stating in clear
terms that the Federal Government is determined to drive illiteracy very far from Nigerians.
“We are glad that librarians are playing strategic roles in all these.” She said
The campaign was declared open by the Minister of State and Supervising Minister of
Education, Chief (Barr.) Ezenwo Wike who was represented by the Permanent Secretary,
Dr MacJohn Nwobiala. The Minister commended National Library of Nigeria for tackling
poor reading culture among the children, and for organizing the campaign annually. He
charged all stakeholders to promote efforts that will lead to increase in good reading
habits.
The Director/CEO of National Library of
Nigeria, Alhaji Habib Jato welcomed the
participants while the President, Nigerian
Library Association, Alhaji Rilwanu
Abdulsalami also gave a goodwill message.
The NLA president said the association is
exploring ways to encourage e-Reading
among children in Nigeria.

Presentation by School Children
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