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LRCN Registrar Emerges Global Leader In LIS Sector

R

egistrar/CEO of the Librarians' Registration Council of
Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie has been selected as one of
the professionals to lead the global library and
information science sector within the next two years.
This was contained in a statement posted by the Coordinator of
the International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions (IFLA) Action for Development through Libraries
Programme, (ALP) Fiona Bradley, on the organisation's website.
According to Bradley, Dr Okojie is one of the 12 successful
applicants for the IFLA International Leaders Programme.

The statement reads in part: “The selection committee for
the IFLA International Leaders Programme is delighted to
announce the Associates selected to participate from 20122014. The Programme is a two-year IFLA strategic Key
Initiative designed to increase the cohort of leaders who can
effectively represent the wider library sector in the
international arena, and to develop leaders within IFLA.”
The Associates selected from across the globe represent
every major library sector and geographic region.
Dr. Victoria Okojie, FNLA, CLN
The Leaders Programme Associates will participate in
Registrar/CEO, LRCN
eight days of activities including: seminar and workshop
sessions on issues with a global impact led by leaders in the sector and related fields; participation in
specified
Business meetings; attendance at specified professional programme sessions; working within groups to
prepare presentations or reports; and liaison with IFLA Governing Board members at the IFLA World
Library and Information Congress which will hold in Helsinki, Finland.
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The Programme provides opportunities that IFLA is in the unique position to offer through its global
role and reputation and its extensive and diverse framework of activities and expertise.
The initial projects will focus on topics including: Regional collaboration for advocacy, Libraries as
agents for development, Copyright Exceptions and Limitations, Internet Governance Forum,
Impact Evaluation, Open Access and Access to Digital Content.
Dr Okojie who received the nomination with enthusiasm said she is now more positioned to advocate
strongly on the library and information science issues on the global arena to the benefit of Nigeria.
“For this, project we will be pushing forward issues of Copyright and Open Access so that Nigeria
can take advantage of the opportunities that these provide to promote economic development and
create jobs.”
Other members that emerged from the selection are: Margaret Allen (Australia), CEO and State
Librarian, State Library of Western Australia, and immediate past-President of the Australian Library and
Information Association ; Atarino Helieisar (Federated States of Micronesia), Chief Law Librarian,
Supreme Court, and President of the Pacific Islands Association of Libraries, Archives, and Museums
(PIALA); Sarah Kaddu (Uganda), Team Leader, World Digital Library project, National Library of
Uganda, and Secretary General of the Uganda Library & Information Association (ULIA); Jérémy
Lachal (France), Executive Director, Libraries Without Borders (Bibliothèques Sans Frontières), and
trainer on projects for International Francophone Association of Librarians and Documentalists
(AIFBD); Zola Maddison (USA), Program Coordinator, WebJunction, active member of the American
Library Association's International Relations Round Table, and past ALA Emerging Leader; Antonio
Marquez Santos (Philippines), Director, National Library of the Philippines, and Executive Committee
member of the Congress of Southeast Asian Librarians (CONSAL);
Also on the list are: Kgomotso Radijeng (Botswana), Resource Centre Coordinator, Botswana National
Productivity Centre; convenor of the 2010 Standing Conference of Eastern, Central and South Africa
Library and Information Associations (SCECSAL), President of the Botswana Library Association;
Rosemary Shafack, (Cameroon), University Librarian and Lecturer University of Buea, local trainer for
the Building Strong Library Associations programme in Cameroon, and member of the IFLA Africa
section; Irina Trushina (Russia), National Library of Russia, Head of Interlibrary Collaboration
Department, past member of FAIFE working group on the Internet Manifesto, and Chair of Russian
Library Association Round Table on Communication and Professional Ethics; Jorge Octavio Ruiz Vaca
(México), Humanities Research Coordinator, National Autonomous University of México; and
organiser of several major activities of the IFLA Latin America and Caribbean section; Dina Youssef
(Egypt), Bibliotheca Alexandrina Director, IFLA Center for Arabic Speaking Libraries (IFLA-CASL),
and regional trainer for the Building Strong Library Associations programme.

LRCN ANNOUNCES LIST OF LIBRARIANS
REGISTERED IN 2012

O

n Thursday, July 26, 2012, the Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria made public the list of
candidates qualified to be certified librarians in Nigeria. The list published in two National Daily
Newspapers
shows that 950 applicants will participate in the third Induction exercise scheduled to
th
hold on 4 September, 2012 at the auditorium of the National Universities Commission, Abuja.
Registrar/CEO of the LRCN, Dr Victoria OKojie said that the Council commenced the processing of
applications immediately after the second induction and that the processing was rounded off at a meeting
with a team of Consultants, held in Ibadan on 25th May, 2012. She stated that several applications were
examined and nine hundred and forty eight (948) of them met the requisite qualification for registration.
This brings the total number of registered librarians ready to contribute their quota in strengthening the
Nigerian economy to two thousand, six hundred and sixty one (2,661). Registration of librarians
according to her is a continuous exercise.
Through the media announcement, Dr Okojie therefore called on all employers of labour not to engage
unregistered Librarians to avoid prosecution.
The list of candidates to be certified as librarians in 2012 can be accessed online at www.lrcn.gov.ng

LRCN, NITDA to Sign Memorandum For Collaboration

L

RCN is seeking new ways to forge stronger partnerships with the National Information
Technology Development Agency (NITDA) in order to ensure adequate infusion of the
information and communication
technologies into the library and information
science service delivery.
Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie
made this known when she led the management
team of the Council on a visit to the office of the
NITDA Director General on Wednesday, July
18, 2012.
NITDA according to her is a key stakeholder in
the development of the LIS sector in Nigeria
since in the global information sector, the trend
is moving towards lifelong learning through
q
u
a
l
i
t
y
service delivery driven by Information and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n T e c h n o l o g i e s . Dr. Okojie with Director General of NITDA, Prof. Cleopas Angaye
during the visit

She said the LIS sector on the global scale is currently focussing on developing systems for Institutional
Repositories, e-Learning, e-Libraries, Open Access, Open Source and Cloud Computing among others.
Dr Okojie told the NITDA boss that LRCN
partnered with the US Mission, Nigeria to
t r a i n
l i b r a r i a n s
o n
procedures for setting-up and managing
electronic libraries. “ E-Libraries have the
capability to open the window of
opportunity to Nigerians to have seamless
access to myriads of information that will
provide them lifelong learning skills to
improve their quality of life in an
information society.”

Dr. Okojie presenting a congratulation letter to the DG

She expressed the Council's intention to
collaborate with the National Information
Technology Development Agency to train
librarians in the Deployment of Free and
Open Source Software to support their
transition to providing electronic services.

The training is crucial since most libraries in Nigeria cannot afford to buy proprietary
software, hence, a working knowledge of library management software available free-of-charge will assist in stretching
their lean budgets.
The Registrar noted that the workshop will equip the participants with skills on how to use D-Space to develop institutional
repositories, use Koha for
library management and
UNESCO Greenstone software
for digitization of materials.
The Director General of NITDA
Professor Cleopas Angaye
appreciated LRCN management
for the visit and expressed
willingness to work with the
Council on any project that
would be mutually beneficial.

The Director General of
NITDA Professor Cleopas
Angaye appreciated LRCN
management for the visit
and expressed willingness
to work with the Council on
any project that would be
mutually beneficial.
He noted that the IT sector
in Nigeria is evolving and L-R; Director Registrar’s office, Dr. James Daniel; Director General NITDA, Prof. Cleopas
that NITDA is mandated to Angaye; Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie; Director Professional Services Dept; Mr.
Dele Omotoso and Deputy Director Professional Service Department, Mr. J.A. Wase during
ensure adequate deployment courtesy
call
of the ICTs in all sectors of
the Nigerian economy including the Libraries.
Prof. Angaye stated when areas of collaboration have been identified and ratified that a formal
memorandum of understanding will be signed to seal the pact.

…To Collaborate NOTAP On Linking Technology
Transfer Offices to Libraries

T

he Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria
(LRCN) will collaborate the National Office for
Technology Acquisition and Promotion
(NOTAP)on linking all Intellectual Property Technology
Transfer Offices (IPTTOs) in Nigeria to the public
libraries.
There are 33 IPTTOs in Nigeria established to ensure
proper linkage among research institutes, universities,
innovation centres and industries and to encourage
demand- driven research. Most institutions in Nigeria
have libraries but there is the need to boost their content
with additional information about research activities
going on in Nigeria.
Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council of
Director General NOTAP, Dr. Umar Banda explaning a technology
Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie said it is a step in the right concept to LRCN team.
direction to create awareness about research and development (R&D) activities going on in the country using the
libraries as a platform.
Dr Okojie said this in Abuja when she led the top management team of the LRCN on a visit to NOTAP office on Thursday,
July 19, 2012.
“We can work with you to disseminate
information on R&D output to the public using
the libraries,” she said.
She noted that it will be easier to connect the
IPTTOs to new and existing e-Libraries in
Nigeria so that investors who may be interested
in selecting any of the research results for
commercialization would be furnished with
adequate information.
Dr Okojie bemoaned the realization that most
public libraries in Nigeria do not have sufficient
information about R &D activities but
expressed optimism that the LRCN/NOTAP
collaboration would definitely bridge this gap.

Dr. Victoria Okojie and Dr. Umar Banda flanked by LRCN and NOTAP
Management team

ICT according to her is playing key role in
modern day librarianship and is seen as a
relevant tool for promoting local content
online.

She announced an already existing collaboration between LRCN and the National Information Technology Development
Agency (NITDA) to set standards for establishing e-Libraries in Nigeria.
On his part,
Umar Bindir stated
only the pool of
patents, trademarks

Director General of NOTAP, Dr
that libraries must have access to not
research results but also that of
and designs.

According to him,
the libraries. The
libraries, the pool of

“We must link the patent offices to
pool of trademarks should be in the
designs should be there.”

Dr Bindir said
an end to the
research results
Universities and
or as mere
developed into
commercial

linking IPTTOs to libraries will put
conventional trend in which most
emanating from Nigerian
Research Institutes end up in shelves
academic exercise instead of being
prototypes or finished products for
purposes.
LRCN/NOTAP Management team during the visit.

He added that
Nigerian institutions are not
generating revenue from their inventions like those in the advanced countries due to poor patent culture, but noted that
getting the R and D result information to public using the libraries is the way to go.
Dr Okojie therefore added that research items that
would be accepted for use in the libraries must be
properly patented or copyrighted to avoid
infringement issues but that open source materials
will be taken too. She said the time has come for
researchers to begin to reap full benefits from their
labour as the libraries would project their work to the
wider audience both locally and internationally.
The partnership with NOTAP, according to her will
deliver jobs to Nigerians. “Job creation is an integral
part of President Goodluck Jonathan's
Transformation agenda and we believe that if we
open up access to these innovations from Nigeria,
investors will come, pick them for
commercialization.”
A patent is an exclusive right granted by government
to the owner of an invention. The invention can be a
product or a process that provides new solutions to a technical problem. The exclusive right granted to the owner of a patent
is to enable him exclude an unauthorized user from infringing on the patent by making, using, selling or importing the
p a t e n t e d
i n v e n t i o n
i n
t h e
p r o t e c t e d
t e r r i t o r y .
Dr. Okojie recieving a book from Dr. Banda

NLA @50: FG PLEDGES MORE ATTENTION TO LIS SECTOR
The Federal Government is determined to accord necessary support to enhance the development of the library and
information science sector in Nigeria, said Minister of
Education, Prof. Ruqayyatu Ahmed Rufa'i at the opening of the
50th Anniversary of the Nigerian Library Association held in
Abuja on Tuesday, July 16, 2012.
The Minister stated that the Federal Government is committed to
providing more public and school libraries as part of measures to
address mass failures in public examinations.
She said putting proper library infrastructure in place would
enhance improved reading habit among Nigerians adding that
the theme of the conference, 'Promoting Library and
Information Science Profession for National Development' is
apt as it is in tandem with the President Goodluck Jonathan's
Minister of Education Prof. Ruqayyati Rufa’l and LRCN Registrar,
transformation agenda for the education sector.
Dr. Victoria Okojie flanked by NLA officials at the conference

Minister of Education Prof. Ruqayyati Rufa’l
and LRCN Registrar, Dr. Victoria Okojie

Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria, Dr.
Victoria Okojie concurred that theme for the conference was relevant to
Mr. President's Transformation Agenda and has placed the library on the
agenda of national discourse.
She announced
that Port Harcourt,
Rivers State was
chosen by the
United Nations
Educational,
Cultural and
Scientific
Organization

(UNESCO) as the World Book Capital for 2014. “This is an
affirmation that Mr. President's 'Bring Back the Book' project is
already yielding results. What does this mean for us as Librarians?
Dr. Okojie presenting a speech at the opening of the
The challenge is for us to develop a strategic action plan to prove to
conference
T h e
w o r l d
t h a t
N i g e r i a
i s
t r u l y
a
b o o k
c a p i t a l . ”
She therefore noted LRCN will explore all the opportunities that this new status provides to develop the library and
information science sector in the country.
LRCN according to her is playing a key role in the national, regional and international Library and Information Science
community. The the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), Africa Section has attracted
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation's sponsorship to host a Public Library Summit in Africa that will x-ray the status of
public libraries in Africa and chart the way forward for an information society with a better reading culture in September,
2012. The Section has also successfully mid-wifed the African Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (AfLIA)

