L R C NBulletin
LIBRARIANS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL OF NIGERIA
February, 2014

A PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR/CEO

ISSN:2141-9388 Vol. 3 No. 2

LRCN Announces First Conference of Certified
Librarians

T

he Registrar/CEO of Librarians Registration
Council of Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie has
announced that for the first time in history
of Nigeria, certified librarians would convene to
discuss on how to move the library and
information science sector forward.
The conference will also consider strategic ways of
pos it ion in g l ibra ri a nship t o c ontri but e
meaningfully to national growth and development
hence the theme of the conference: Transforming
3rd Induction of registered Librarian in September
Li bra rian ship for Na tional Growt h a nd
2012
Development.
According to the Registrar, “there are lots of best practices that are lost. Nigerian libraries are not
visible on the global scene. Nigerian libraries are not accessing grants.” This she said is worrisome
and brainstorming with stakeholders to address some of these challenges is the way to go.
She also stated that the conference will afford younger
librarians the opportunity to interact with leaders in the
profession. A poster session will also take place during
the conference for libraries to showcase the various
innovations and there will be a forum for all academic,
school, public, special and government libraries to
articulate their issues.
About 1500 participants are expected to attend the
conference which will be declared open by the
4th Induction of Librarians in June 2013
supervising Minister of Education, Chief Nyesom Wike.
Additional information about the conference can be obtained from the LRCN official website:
www.lrcn.gov.ng.
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Pension Commission, Fund Administrators Brief
LRCN Staff

O

n 15th January 2014, officials from the National Pension Commission(PENCOM) and
some Pension Fund Administrators held interactive forum with members of staff of
the Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria.
Declaring the forum open, Registrar/CEO, Librarians Registration Council of Nigeria Dr
Victoria Okojie called on the participants to take advantage of the event and acquire relevant
knowledge and plan for retirement in future. The Registrar was represented by the Director,
Professional Services Department, Mr. Dele Omotoso.

An Official of National Pension Commision
addressing staffs

Staffs at the Interactive forum

The head, Pubic Sector Pensions Department of PENCOM, Mr. Mamoud Mishual Zillang,
in his presentation said prior to the introduction of the current pension scheme, the
management of pension funds was grossly inefficient and this led to government being
heavily indebted.
According to him, the Federal Government in 2004 contracted a consultant to find out the
pension liability of the Government and it was discovered that the Government's pension
debts ran into trillions of naira. Furthermore, he reiterated that it was caused by weak
premium administrative system which was a major problem. He then said the role and
responsibility of PENCOM to MDAs is to ensure that they liaise effectively with the
employers and PFAs to ensure that employees pension funds are well managed to the
benefit of retirees.
Also, Mr. Charles Ibanga, a representative of Arms Pensions (PFA) gave a brief overview of
the Pension Act, 2004.
He said the Retirement Savings Account [RSA] scheme involves three key components:
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I.
Collection: Employers and Employees jointly fund the Retirement Savings Account
[RSA].
ii.
Management: The Pension Fund Administrator [PFAs] manages the funds in the
RSA with the view of presenting and increasing the value over time.
iii.
Retirement withdrawal: The PFA ensures the retiree are promptly paid their benefit
as and when due.
Ibanga noted that Arms Pension has the pedigree to perform these services having been
in business for the past 20years.
Other PFA at the forum are Legacy Pensions, Stanbic-IBTC Pension and Trustfund
Pensions.

LRCN Hosts Committee on Amb Sam Jimba
Awards for Young Librarians

T

he Selection Committee for Ambassador
Sam Jimba awards for young librarians
on January 8, 2014 met at Librarians
Registration Council of Nigeria to select the
most qualified candidate for the 2014 edition of
the award.
Members of the committee include the
Registrar/CEO, Librarians' Registration Council
of Nigeria, Dr. Victoria Okojie who is also the
Chair; Director/CEO, National Library of Nigeria,
Alh. Habib Abba Jato; President, Nigerian
Registrar/CEO LRCN Dr. Victoria Okojie with Alh.
Rilwanu Addulsalami, Alh. Habib Jato and Prof. innocent
Library Association, Alh. Rilwanu Abdulsalami
Ekoja
and the University Librarian, University of Abuja,
Prof Innnocent Ekoja. Senior Legal Officer, LRCN, Ms Uche Wokocha was Secretary of the
Committee.
A total of 8 applications were considered and a winner emerged at the end of the meeting.
Earlier, Chair of the committee, Dr Okojie enlightened the members on the guidelines for
assessing the applicants and urged them to make contributions towards the efficient discharge
of their responsibilities to the Committee.
The award involves sponsorship by Ambassador (Dr) Sam Jimba (the first Librarian to be
appointed an Ambassador in Nigeria) of one young Nigerian librarian to visit Poland and for a
Polish librarian to participate in the national conference of the Nigerian Library Association. The
first set of beneficiaries of this collaboration were Mr. Abraham Etebu from Nigeria and Ms. Ewa
Kobierska-Maciuszko from Poland.
The award winner of the 2014 edition in Nigeria will be declared at a later date at an award
ceremony.
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