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Librarians Want FG to Use Libraries for Change
Communication

T

he Library and Information science (LIS)
professionals in Nigeria have called on the
Federal Government to use the libraries in
as platforms for communicating the change
agenda. They said libraries, especially the public
libraries are closer to the masses and can serve as
a veritable medium for disseminating information
and reaching the unreached.
The LIS professionals made this call in a
communiqué issued at the end of the 3rd
Conference of Certified librarians organised by the
Librarians Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN)
from 7th to 11th November, 2016 in Abuja.

Professor Afolabi, speaking during the opening ceremony of the
Conference

They commended President Muhammadu Buhari for the recent launch of “Change Begins with Me”
as a new slogan for sensitizing and mobilizing the Nigerian citizens to key into the change agenda of
the present administration.
The Communique read in part: “Libraries and
information centres should be made effective
and also be utilized by the Federal Government
in the dissemination of information to citizens
on the change agenda at all levels and tiers of
government.”
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Keynote Speaker, Former Ambassador of Nigeria to
Poland. Amb. Sam Jimba

Conference participants

Before the advent of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), communication in the
library was done through books, newspapers, microforms, slides, etc. As scientific knowledge
increased, electronic communication systems began to develop.
The professionals therefore called on the government at all levels to ensure adequate capacity
building for Librarians in government and parliamentary libraries to enable them effectively and
efficiently improve on information delivery. They also noted that adequate funding all government
and parliamentary libraries and information centres will position them to play vital roles in the
formulation and implementation of government policies and programmes at all levels and tiers of
government.
The Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria, Professor Michael Afolabi had in
his welcome speech during the opening of the Conference stated that the Council is making efforts
geared towards the transformation of the public libraries in Nigeria. “LRCN did a mapping of the 316
public libraries in Nigeria and have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with National
Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA) to use about 300 public libraries as Digital
Community Opportunity Centres.” He also called on the government at all levels, to as a matter of
urgency, increase funding to public and school libraries as a viable means of revitalizing the
education sector.

Drilldown Session Ongoing

A poet, Ademofe Jery-Adesewo presenting a poem
during the opening ceremony of the Conference
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Registrar/CEO in a handsake with dignitaries

Cutting of the exhibition tape

Professor Afolabi then informed that LRCN has commenced the assessment of the current state of
school libraries in Nigeria using Abuja schools as a pilot. This is with a view to identifying the gaps in
the system and developing needs-based intervention strategies that will transform the libraries into
modern learning centers. He said the transformation is expected to improve performance in public
examinations and that LRCN will also introduce measurable monitoring and evaluation instruments
to assess the impact of school libraries on performance in examinations. The Council, according to
him, also conducted the assessment 97 libraries in government organizations in the Federal Capital
Territory.
The keynote speech was presented by the former Ambassador of Nigeria to the Republic of
Poland, Ambassador Sam Jimba in his presentation, the diplomat noted that for libraries and
librarians to remain relevant in the 21st century, change must begin with... they store and provide
access to electronic information resources for their users.

President, West Africa Library Association (WALA) Dr.
James Daniel making a comment during the conference

Participants undergoing registration

Books displayed for sale at the exhibition stand

A participant making a comment
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LRCN Inducts 354 in 2016

L

ibrarians' Registration Council of Nigeria
(LRCN) has registered five thousand and
twenty five (5,025), the Registrar/CEO,
Professor Michael Afolabi has said.
Professor Afolabi who disclosed this during the
induction of certified librarians held in Abuja on
Tuesday, 8th November, 2016 said that in 2016, 354
librarians were certified as professionals to serve as
agents of change in the country.
“The LRCN, in line with Act 12 of 1995 which have
Inductees taking Oath of Allegiance
established the Council is today, fulfilling one of its
key mandates by inducting 354 librarians who have qualified to practice in 2016. To date, a total of
five thousand and twenty five (5,025) librarians been registered in Nigeria”, he said.
The Registrar noted that the Council will continue to work within its mandate to ensure that only
qualified librarians are certified to practice the profession in Nigeria. He reiterated that the Council
will not register graduates from any school running Library and Information Science programmes
that are not accredited by the National Universities Commission. He then advised candidates
seeking admission to check the LRCN or the NUC websites for the list of approved and accredited
Library and Information Science institutions before filling their admission forms.
Professor Afolabi further urged the new
professionals to deploy their expertise for national
growth and development. “As information
managers, the society looks up to you for quick,
current and quality information that is useful in
addressing challenges and meeting their needs.
As you go back to your various institutions, there
must be a clear-cut improvement in your service
delivery capabilities as a testimony to this
certification. When that is achieved, our noble
profession, librarianship will attract more respect
from all and sundry. I am optimistic that you will not
let us down,” he said.

Representative of the Hon. Minister of Education, Mrs Justina
Ngozi Ibeh delivering the keynote address

The Registrar presented the inductees to the Honourable Minister of Education Malam Adamu
Adamu before administering on them, the oath of allegiance.
The Honourable Minister, represented by the Director, Education Support Services, Mrs Justina
Ngozi Ibeh admitted the inductees into the librarianship profession and said that libraries play
strategic roles in the development of the education sector.
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Public presentation of new LRCN Publication: List of
Certified Librarians, 2016

Mrs. Ibeh presents a Certificate of Induction to one of the
inductees

The minister said the induction will bring the new inductees into the mainstream of certified
librarians and that as professionals, they would need new skills, competencies and potential that
will empower them to fulfil their new roles as certified librarians.
Malam Adamu stated that librarians can impact positively on national development in several ways,
especially in area of providing access to information. “The government needs quantifiable results
and enjoins you to hold on to the values that demand high quality,” he said. The minister also
informed that the Federal Ministry of Education has initiated innovative programmes aimed at
developing library and information science sector in Nigeria.
Delivering a goodwill message at the event, the National Librarian and Chief Executive Officer of
National Library of Nigeria, Professor Lenrie Aina congratulated the inductees as well as the LRCN.
He charged the Council not to relent in the pursuit of its statutory objectives and the inductees to
henceforth be good Ambassadors of the professional body in the conduct of their official business.
The National Librarian was represented by the Director, Collection Development, Mrs Binta
Shuaibu.
On the sidelines of the Induction, there was the tour of libraries and cultural sites in Abuja and the
Inductees were taken the the Yar'Adua Centre Exhibition hall and library as well as the China
Cultural Centre Abuja where they were also taught simple Chinese language. The Inductees were
also hosted to a Gala Dinner on the last day of the event.

Inductees with their Certificates

P.5

Gala Night

Visit to Chinese Cultural Center/ Yar’adua Center
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LRCN Trains Librarians on eLibrary Management

L

ibrarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN), organised a workshop on eLibrary
management for librarians. The training held from 21st to 25th November, 2016 at the
University of Ibadan with the theme: “e-Library Services: A Redefinition of Library and
Information Services in an era of Change”.
Welcoming the participants, the Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Professor Michael Afolabi said the
workshop was put together to engage the minds of the participants with current global information
management requirements to enhance service delivery and facilitate development in every facet of
our national economy. He said this is in support of the goals of President Muhammadu Buhari's
administration's change agenda.

Mr. David Ofili making his presentation during the training
Session

LRCN Registrar Prof. Michael Afolabi delivering his
opening speech

According to him, qualitative change is required in every aspect of the nation's economy if
meaningful development is to be achieved. A critical aspect of the national economy that urgently
requires definite change is the education sector and librarians are major stakeholders in this, he
said.
Professor Afolabi stated that it is in realization of the role of librarians in national development and
the attendant challenges facing the profession that LRCN is unflinchingly committed to maintaining
sustainable quality and standards to ensure professional development of librarians in the country,
as mandated by the Act establishing it.
The Council, he noted will raise the stakes of librarianship higher than it is now and is looking at
taking advantage of the social media to provide effective library services to clients. “LRCN is poised
to take more leaps targeted at re-engineering the library profession in Nigeria to be in tandem with
those practised in more advanced societies. That is why we have considered it pertinent to hold the
fifth edition of the e-Library workshop which has now become an annual event.”
The Registrar noted that modern library practice involves infusion of the ICTs and the workshop will
equip librarians with the necessary skills to set-up and manage electronic libraries. E-Libraries will
open the window of opportunity to Nigerians to have seamless access to myriads of information that
will provide them lifelong learning skills to improve their quality of life in an information society.
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Mr Sam Eyitayo showing a participant some tips during
the practical session

It is one of the most contemporary concepts in the LIS sector. Librarians are warming up to it and a
lot needs to be done. LRCN's role is to continue in capacity building of librarians to prepare them for
massive deployment of e-libraries in the country.
Vice Chancellor of the University of Ibadan, Professor Olayinka Idowu who declared the workshop
open called on the participants to equip themselves with new skills necessary to effectively
discharge their duties in their different organisations.
Other dignitaries that attended the opening ceremony include the University Librarian of UI, Dr
Helen Komolafe-Opadeji; Professor David Elaturoti from the Centre for Educational Media
Resource Studies, UI; Acting Director, Centre for Educational Media Resource Studies, UI, Dr S.O
Akande and Director of Public Communications, UI, Mr Olatunji Oladejo.

Group photo of the participant with the Dignataries after
the opening ceremony
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Professor Afolabi Speaks at University Librarians
Conference in Kano

R

egistar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria, Professor Michael Afolabi
delivered a goodwill message to the 100th Conference and Business Meeting of the
Association of University Librarians of Nigeria (AULNU) held at the Northwest University,
Kano from 13th to 16th November, 2016.
The Registrar commend the Executives and Members of this association for strategic interventions
in the library and information science profession especially in developing the skills of librarians in
the country through teaching and mentoring activities in the universities.
He said the theme and sub-themes of the conference and business meeting are very apt since they
are focussed on information and communication technologies. According to him, the current trend
is to deploy ICTs in sourcing and dissemination of information. He therefore noted the need for
libraries to be equipped with relevant information technology facilities, and librarians skilled to
manage the facilities well, providing quality and up to date information especially on current issues.
Professor Afolabi stated that information is the currency of business and technologies have
changed the way we live, hence librarians should as a matter of necessity, think up methods to
improve their service delivery and create efficiency by integrating ICTs into their operations in order
to meet the technological needs of the users. He called on librarians to develop policies that will
enable them embrace the future.
We find ourselves in the midst of exciting times full of change and ripe with opportunities for
innovation and creativity, he said. Librarians should therefore embrace and nurture these
opportunities in the communities in order to build supportive environments of inspiration. This
requires embarking on a comprehensive, dynamic and ongoing process of reinvention, beginning
with an intentional imaginative effort to design, develop, and implement new ways to serve and
connect with your users and meet their ever changing needs.”
Professor Afolabi also, challenged the AULNU members to evolve strategies for creativity and
innovation in their service delivery efforts. He said librarians have key roles to play in the
development of the Education Sector in any nation because the libraries are repositories of
knowledge. This is because no educational institution will attain its utmost heights without
functional libraries.
The conference was attended by key academics in Nigeria's library and information science sector.

T
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Association of Women Librarians Visits LRCN

T

he President of the Association of Women Librarians in Nigeria (AWLIN), Mrs Clara
Aibangbee led members of the National Executives of the association on a courtesy visit to
Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria, Professor Michael Afolabi on
Friday, 4th November, 2016.
The group congratulated the LRCN Registrar on his appointment and pledged to support the
Council to ensure it fulfils the mandate.
Mrs Aibangbe informed the LRCN team that the
association was established to project women
related issues and ensure the group occupies it
place in the LIS sector. She said they have been
able to revive some chapters of the association,
started projects aimed at promoting reading habits
among women in rural communities as well as
introduce some extension services based on skill
acquisition for rural women.
Registrar/CEO Prof. Michael Afolabi receives a
congratulatory card from President AWLIN Mrs. Clara
Aibangbee

The AWLIN president said the group has plans to organise workshop for women librarians in March
2017 and sought LRCN's support. She also called on the female staff of LRCN who are librarians to
join AWLIN and boost its membership.
Responding, Professor Afolabi described
AWLIN as an intellectually inclined association
and appreciated them for the visit and assured
of LRCN's support to the group's activities.
LRCN Registrar received the AWLIN
members in company of the entire
Management team of the Council. The AWLIN
exco members that participated in the visit
include: Mrs Ruth Bature, Secretary; Mrs
Neemath Abdulrahim; Mrs Binta Shuaibu
among others.
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Group photo of LRCN Management with the AWLIN National
Executives

