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LRCN Inducts 530 Librarians in 2015
th

L

ibrarians' Registration Council of Nigeria had its annual induction on Tuesday, 13 October, 2015 at
the National Space Research and Development Agency (NASRDA), Airport Road, Abuja with 530
librarians registered to practice as certified librarians in Nigeria. This exercise brings the total number of
certified librarians in Nigeria to 4,671.
The induction was preceded by a pre-induction lecture delivered by Prof. Charles Omekwu of the
University of Nigeria, Nsukka. The theme of the lecture was “Compliance to Code of Conduct and Ethics of
Librarianship in Nigeria: Lessons from other Professions (Legal and Medical Professions)”.

Inductees taking Oath of Allegiance

The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie in her welcome address congratulated the inductees for
meeting the requirement of registration into the professional body. She said that Nigeria needs to have
librarians with requisite professional knowledge and competence to collect, manage, repackage and
disseminate information. She further informed the inductees that they will be held responsible for any
breach of professional conduct and should up-skill themselves regularly through the Continuing
Professional Development Programme in order to deliver quality services.
Story continues on Page 3
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LRCN Inducts 530 Librarians in
2015 - Contd from page 1
The acting Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of
Education, Mrs. Hindatu Abdullahi in her speech,
emphasized the librarians' role of providing access to
relevant information in a timely manner. She said that
although information is ubiquitous, not everyone,
especially the rural populace, has access to relevant
information that relate to their needs and noted that
information is a vital resource people need for their
day-to-day activities and for all round development.
The former ambassador of Nigeria to Poland,
Ambassador Sam Jimba who chaired the induction
said that libraries in the 21st Century face challenges
of relevance in the face of strong competition from
non-professional actors, thus libraries must re-invent
themselves in order to continuously remain at the
forefront of providing information as a critical
resource in national development.
While delivering the keynote address, the
Director/Secretary of Programme, Office of the
Senior Special Assistant to the President on MDGs
(OSSAP-MDGs), Mr. Ogenyi Ochapa, represented
by Mallam Abdulkareem Salawu, Director
Environment (OSSAP-MDGs) called on the library
and information science professionals to contribute
to the actualization of the Sustainable Development

quantifiable results.
The inductees were presented to the Acting
Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Education
by the Registrar/CEO LRCN, for admission into the
profession and subsequent administration of oath of
allegiance as well as issuance of certificates to the
inductees. The occasion was graced with poetry
recitation by nine year old pupil, Eyitoyosi
Adesheye Jerry-Adesewo who won a gift of books
from the participants and LRCN respectively.
Other dignitaries in attendance were the
Director/CEO, National Library of Nigeria, Mall.
Habib Jato; President, West African Library
Association, Dr. James Daniel; President, Nigerian
Library Association, Alh. Rilwanu Abdulsalam;
Registrar/CEO, Teachers Registration Council of
Nigeria (TRCN), Prof. Addison Nwokocha;
representatives of NASRDA, Mrs. Stella Okunna
and Veterinary Council of Nigeria, Dr. Joshua
Kantiok and a host of other professionals from the
LIS sector.
Highlight of the occasion was the unveiling of 2015
edition of the List of Certified Librarians in Nigeria
by the Acting Permanent Secretary.

Goals and targets, saying that the government needs
Dignitaries taking the National Anthem during the Opening Ceremony
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LRCN Holds 2 Conference of
Certified Librarians in Nigeria

T

nd

he 2 Mandatory Conference of Certified
Librarians in Nigeria organized by the
Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria was
th
th
held from 11 – 16 October, 2015 at the National
Space Research and Development Agency
(NASRDA), Abuja. The theme of the Conference
was: “Innovative Libraries: Tools for Sustainable
Development”.

plans and programmes as well as re-tooling and reskilling librarians to deliver impact-making
services in the ICT age. The Congress which
attracted many participants from across the country
was adjudged to be a huge success.
A communiqué was issued at the end of the
Conference. The Communique read in part:
“Government should assist the development of
Disaster Management Plans for libraries in the
country to protect critical information materials
from destructions and disasters and the provision of
library and educational facilities should take center
stage in any rebuilding and reconstruction efforts in
the North East and in IDP Camps”.
The Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration
Council of Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie, acceding to
the call for disaster management plan for libraries
said that on the global level librarians have set a
process in motion.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Participants at the Conference

The Conference was organized into Congress
Sessions, Exhibitions as well as numerous Panel
Discussions. Eight papers were presented at the
plenary sessions; eleven presentations were made
at panel discussions; eight topics were discussed at
drill down sessions; two papers were presented at
world cafe and development of action plan for LIS
sector in Nigeria and topical issues were
undertaken at unconferencing session. The
unconferencing session is a main innovation for
conferences in Nigeria which is a participant driven
session that tries to avoid one or more aspects of a
conventional conference.
48 topics were discussed in the session some of
which include: Library Education (Faculty Issue);
Mentoring; Research and Publications; Library and
Job Market; Trends in Librarianship etc. .
Participants had opportunity to air their views and
share ideas and knowledge on diverse issues both in
and outside librarianship.
Matters of utmost concern which librarians sought
to resolve at the Conference were the measurement
of the contribution of librarianship to national
growth (GDP), challenges of career progression in
the profession, the rights of the profession in
scheme of governance, production of an ICTcompliant curriculum, creation of entrepreneurial

Dr. Okojie presenting the welcome address

Group discussion ongoing
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IFLA 2015 World
Congress Holds in South Africa

T

he 2015 World Library and Information Science
Congress was held in Cape Town, South Africa
from 15th – 21st August, 2015. The theme of the
conference was: “Dynamic Libraries: Access,
Development and Transformation”.
Speaking at the opening ceremony, President of the
International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions (IFLA), Dr. Sinikka Sipila stated that
libraries can impact societies. This is because libraries
have platforms for equal opportunities and equitable
access to life-long learning and education, research and
innovation, culture and recreation. “By bridging the
information gaps, libraries can contribute to building
stronger communities and societies” she said. Dr.
Sipila noted that the theme for the 2015 conference is
apt as it addresses issues relating to strengthening
democracy in continents where libraries need to
connect with the society to demonstrate the value they
add in eradicating poverty, illiteracy, unemployment
and ignorance with special emphasis on early
childhood development, youth services, women's
health and local economic development. The opening
ceremony of the conference was attended by South
African Minister of Arts and Culture, Mr. Nathi
Mthethwa among other dignitaries.
IFLA congress is a forum for Library and Information

Science professionals to network, exchange ideas and
share information, especially on what a dynamic
library should be.
On the sidelines of the World Library and Information
Congress, the African Library and Information
Associations and Institutions (AfLIA) held its meeting
earlier on the 14th of August, 2015 and deliberated on
status of African libraries and implementation of
access to information. During the 2015 conference, a
Risk Register was launched to raise awareness for the
preservation, conservation and safeguarding of
documentary heritage (in any format) world-wide.
This was aimed at gathering data on documentary
heritage collections in order to be able to respond
adequately if confronted with natural or man-made
disasters. Member nations were advised to register.
The IFLA/OCLC Jay Jordan Early Career
Development Fellowship Programme for 2016 was
awarded to five librarians from different parts of the
world. A Nigerian, Idowu Adegbilero-Iwari of Elizade
University, Ondo State, Nigeria was among the
awardees. The programme supports LIS professionals
from countries with developing economies.
2016 IFLA conference is scheduled to take place in
Columbus, United States of America and in Wroc³aw,
Poland in 2017. The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr.
Victoria Okojie attended the 2015 congress.

Cross Section of participants at the Congress

The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie
addressing the Congress
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Dr. Okojie at 2015 NLA Conference: Urges
Non-Certified Librarians to Get Registered

T

he 2015 Annual General Meeting/Conference of
the Nigerian Library Association (NLA) was
held from 26th – 31st July, 2015 at Osogbo, Osun State.
The theme of the Conference was “Sustainable
Nigerian Libraries: Agents of Access to Information
and Development”.The conference provided veritable
platform for Librarians and Information Officers from
across the country to deliberate on how to move the
Nigerian Library and Information Science sector
forward.

The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie addressing the
Congress

In her goodwill message during the opening ceremony,
the Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie
informed the participants about the Council's activities.
She also called on librarians who were yet to register
with the Council to do so and to always pay their annual
renewal fees promptly. The Council also paid a courtesy
visit to Adeyemi University of Education Library, Ondo
State as part of its familiarization tour.

From R-L: Dr. Okojie with the President, West African Library
Association (WALA), Dr. James Daniel and other participants during
the Congress

Cross Section of Participants at the Congress
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Dr. Okojie with LRCN Chief Librarian, Noram Amako at the
event

LRCN Staff Interact with PENCOM,
PFAs, HMO and Mortgage Bank

S

taff of the Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria held an interactive meeting with representatives of
National Pension Commission (PENCOM), Stanbic IBTC Pensions, ARM Pensions, Premium
Pensions, Hygeia HMO and Trust Bond Mortgage Bank Plc. The meeting was held on Thursday, 30th
October, 2015 at the Council's eLibrary, Maitama Abuja.
In her opening speech, the Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie represented by the Director
(Professional Services Department), Mr. Dele Omotoso said that the meeting was necessary for staff to start
planning for retirement so that the thirty five service years will not be completed without making adequate
retirement plan. The Registrar advised the staff and the organizations to keep the relationship cordial so that
challenges would continue to receive prompt attention.

A guest addressing the Staff

In their separate presentations; the PENCOM representative, Mrs. Idowu explained the processes involved
in deduction, remittance and disbursement of pension fund. She told the staff that common complaint they
have been receiving is that of non-crediting of retirement savings accounts (RSA) which she attributed to
lack of proper information by the staff. She also said that some staff have multiple RSAs and that means they
cannot be credited.
The Pension Fund Administrators made presentations on implementation of the Pension Act, 2014, decisive
factors for payment of pensions at retirement, benefits and services rendered to civil servants under the
scheme.
The Trust Bond Mortgage Bank represented by Mr. Majesty Iwodi informed the staff that the bank's
facilities are only accessible to National Housing Fund (NHF) contributors. He gave a countdown of the
types of packages available, their costs and the procedures of acquisition.
The Hygeia HMO's representative, Mr. Sam Ochabo said that health care services have been improved
covering surgery and other serious health care that were not included before. He urged staff to always insist
on their rights as scheme holders, visit the website for further details and call them when need be.
Question and answer session was taken by the representatives and many issues were satisfactorily cleared.
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Librarians Donate Educational
Materials to IDPs in Abuja

L

ibrarians who participated in the 2nd Mandatory Conference of Certified Librarians in Nigeria which
was held from 11th – 16th October, 2015 in Abuja donated educational materials to the Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Abuja. The donation delivered at the Durumi IDP Camp, Area 1, Abuja on
Friday, 13th November, 2015 was regarded as part of the librarians' corporate social responsibility for the
displaced persons.
Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) on behalf of the certified librarians in Nigeria donated
text books, story books, exercise books and other educational materials to the IDPs.
Receiving the donation, the Head of the IDPs, Mall. Ibrahim Ahmadu expressed gratitude to the librarians
for sharing in their pain and promised that the materials will be judiciously utilized.
LRCN Management and staff that represented the Council were the Deputy Director PSD, Alh. Ja'afaru A.
Wase, the Chief Information Officer (CIO), Mrs. Ngozi Oboh and Chief Librarian, Dr. Justina Ogbonna.

Group photograph of LRCN team with the Camp leaders

Leaders of Durumi IDP camp receive materials from Rep.
of Registrar, Alh. J. A. Wase

LRCN team with the kids of the camp

Signing the visitors’ register

LRCN Holds 2nd Conference of Certified Librarians in Nigeria
STORY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
Dr. Okojie further said that the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, IFLA,
with headquarters in Netherlands is promoting a Risk Register for documentary cultural heritage. “IFLA
aims to pinpoint unique, irreplaceable documentary heritage collections from individuals and communities
that are of value to a region, but also to the world so that in the event of a man-made or natural disaster, such
information will help secure their safety,” said Dr. Okojie.
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Civil Service Union
Inaugurates LRCN Chapter

T

th

he Nigeria Civil Service Union, LRCN chapter was inaugurated on 9 July, 2015 at the Council's
conference Room in Abuja.

In her opening remarks, the Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie who was represented by the
Chief Admin Officer, Mr. Adetimi Adeyanju said that the management sees labour union as an
intermediary for enhancing relationship between employers and employees. Dr. Okojie encouraged
staff to ensure that they fulfil their part of the membership criteria, one of which is regular payment of
dues.
In an address, the Secretary of the Abuja Chapter of the Union, Comrade Moses Akam said that a labour
union is not an opposition party to organizations but machinery that ensures a harmonious working
relationship between employers and employees for effective productivity. He advised members of staff
to be obedient to constituted authorities and perform their tasks satisfactorily to avoid any rift with
management because the Union can only address issues relating to members’ rights and privileges
when trampled upon.
A five man caretaker committee was formed to oversee the affairs of the LRCN branch. The committee
comprised of: Comrade Shuaibu Gambari (Chairman); Comrade Atika Abubakar (Vice Chairman);
Comrade Paulinus Ehido (Secretary) and Comrade Abdulkadir J. Harbau (Treasurer).

LRCN CSU Care-taker Committee
Members taking oath of allegiance

The Secretary, CSU, Abuja branch, Comrade Moses Akam
addressing LRCN Staff

The Union Leaders with LRCN staff chanting the solidarity
song

Group photograph of the Union leaders with LRCN staff
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LRCN organizes the 4th
Edition of eLibrary Workshop

L

ibrarians' Registration Council of Nigeria organized the 4th edition of eLibrary workshop for
librarians and information managers at the University of Ibadan from 22nd – 27th November, 2015.

The aim of the workshop was to equip the participants with the necessary skills that will enable them
effectively manage eLibraries in their institutions and organizations for quality service delivery.
While delivering the welcome address, the Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie said that the
workshop was put together to equip participants with current global information management skills and
techniques geared towards enhancing service delivery.
The sub-themes addressed at the workshop were: Overview of eLibrary services and transformation of
the education sector; eLibrary management; Creating an eLibrary: a case study; Massive Open Online
Courses (MOOCs), among others.
Dignitaries who attended the workshop include the University Librarian, University of Ibadan, Dr.
Benedict Oladele; the former State Librarian, Oyo State Library Board, Mr. Emmanuel Oyegade, among
others. Over ninety (90) participants including information managers from various organizations across
the country attended the workshop.

Group photograph of dignitaries and participants
after the opening ceremony

Dr. Okojie addressing the participants

A Resource Person, Dr. Olajide Oke, taking a session

Cross-section of participants during one of the sessions
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LRCN Donates ICT
Facilities to LIS Schools

I

n fulfilment of its regulatory functions and as
part of its contributions in equipping Library
Schools in Nigeria, the Librarians' Registration
Council of Nigeria donated some ICT facilities to
the Department of Library and Information
Science Laboratories of Ambrose Alli University,
Ekpoma, Edo State and Abubakar Tafawa Balewa
University, Bauchi, Bauchi State respectively.
In her speech, the Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr.
Victoria Okojie said that the facilities are meant to
improve teaching, learning and research in the
departments and support the training of students in
line with international best practices. Dr. Okojie
was represented at ATBU, Bauchi by the Deputy

Director (PSD), Alh. J. A. Wase and at AAU,
Ekpoma by Chief Librarian, Dr. Justina Ogbonna.
In response, the Vice Chancellor, ATBU, Bauchi,
Prof. Saminu Abdulrahman Ibrahim and his
counterpart at AAU, Ekpoma, Prof. (Mrs) C. A.
Agbebaku expressed their immense appreciation
and gratitude to the Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr.
Okojie and the entire Council for finding their
institutions worthy to be the first beneficiaries. In
their separate statements, they assured the Council
that the facilities will be adequately utilized by the
departments to promote teaching, learning and
research activities.

Alh. J. A. Wase in a group photograph with the
University Management of ATBU, Bauchi

Dr. J. Ogbonna (1st right) presenting the items
to the Vice Chancellor of AAU, Ekpoma

Dr. J. Ogbonna in a group photograph with the
University Management of AAU, Ekpoma

Alh. J. A. Wase (standing) addressing the
University Management of ATBU, Bauchi
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Bratim Training Ltd Inaugurates Book Clubs
For Schools In Abuja on Behalf of LRCN

B

ratim Training Limited inaugurated book
clubs for schools in Abuja on behalf of
LRCN. The event was held at the Junior
Secondary School, Area 11, Abuja on the 10th
December, 2015.
The aim of the inauguration was to create
awareness on the importance of book clubs in
schools and train teachers from the various schools
on how to establish and sustain book clubs in their
schools. The objectives were to: promote and
improve reading culture; enhance creativity and
writing skills; inspire teamwork and break cultural
divides; encourage students to read for
information and entertainment; build
interpersonal and reasoning skills; build self
confidence; inculcate the art of public speaking
and networking among students.
The opening ceremony was chaired by the CEO of
Bratim Training Ltd., Mr. Tijani Ibrahim. A total of

120 persons including students from three Junior
Secondary and two Primary Schools were in
attendance. The schools were: Model Primary
School, Apo Legislative Quarters, Abuja; LEA
Primary School, Jabi; Junior Model Secondary
School, Maitama; Junior Secondary School, Area
11 and Junior Secondary School, Wuse 2.
Dignitaries in attendance were: the President of
West Africa Library Association (WALA) Dr.
James Daniel; the Director, Universal Basic
Education Board, represented by Mr. Umar
Mohammed; the Executive Secretary
LEA/AMAC, represented by Mrs. Mary Garr; the
Principal, Junior Secondary School, Area 11,
Hajiya Hadiqat Iyabo Jimoh; Mrs. Claris Ujam of
the Federal Ministry of Education Abuja. Other
dignitaries include Mr. Abdulkadir Idris; Director,
Professional Services Department, Mr. Dele
Omotoso and DD (PSD) Alh. Ja'afaru Wase.

Group photograph of dignitaries and the students

Dignitaries at the book launch
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Group photograph of dignitaries and teachers

T

LRCN Management Strategizes
For Better Performance in 2016

he Management of LRCN held her 2015
retreat in Nasarawa State in December, 2015.

mandate were: Registration and Licensing of
Librarians; Development of Minimum Standards
for Libraries; Skills and Capacity Building
Workshops for Library and Information Managers;
Accreditation of Library Schools; Collaborations
and Partnerships; LRCN Online and Librarians’
Forum.

The aim of the retreat was to review the activities of
the Council for the period of 2013 – 2015 and
identify the attendant challenges; and to plan for
2016 – 2018.
In her opening remarks, the Registrar/CEO, Dr.
Victoria Okojie thanked the management staff for
their unalloyed support and contributions geared
towards uplifting the image and performance of the
Council. She urged them to think of innovative
ways of working in line with the mandate of the
Council and the educational goals of the change
agenda of President Muhammadu Buhari.
Among the key activities reviewed in the plans
which are in accordance with the Council's

Meeting in session

ARCIS at its Silver Jubilee Confered
Distinguished Regulator Award on LRCN

T

he Librarians' Registration Council of
Nigeria was on Tuesday, 24th November,
2015 awarded the prestigious “Distinguished
Library and Information Science Regulator” by
the Africa Regional Centre for Information
Science (ARCIS), University of Ibadan. This
award was one of the highlights of the Centre's
Jubilee celebration.
According to the Acting Director of ARCIS, Dr.
Wole Olatokun, the Centre confers this noble
award only on personalities and institutions that
have performed creditably and have contributed
immensely towards the development of humanity
and the larger Nigerian society. Dr. Olatokun said
that Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria
was chosen for this award due to the successes it
has recorded within the short time of its existence
and the laudable roles it plays in regulating the
Library and Information Science profession in
Nigeria.

Speaking at the occasion, the Registrar/CEO
LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie appreciated the Centre
for the award and said that this will spur the
Council to perform better than it has done. Dr.
Okojie used the opportunity to inform the
audience that the Council is poised to equipping
librarians across the country with requisite ICT
skills that will promote easy access to information
in line with the United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals.
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PHOTO SPLASH

6Th Batch Induction In 2015

Registration of participants at the induction

Cross Section of participants (Inductees)

The acting Permanent Secretary, FME,
Mrs. H. Abdullahi, delivering her speech

Ms Atinuke Amo speaks on behalf of the
Inductees

Miss Eyitayosi Adekeye Adesimo reciting a
poem at the event

Dr. V. Okojie (middle) ushering in the Acting
Permanent Secretary, Fed. Ministry of Education
Mrs. Hindatu Abdullahi

Dr. Rose Okiy saying the opening prayer

Dignitaries take the National Anthem

Dr. V. Okojie presenting the welcome address

Prof. C. Omekwu delivering the Pre-Induction
lecture

Inductees taking Oath of Allegiance

Dignitaries support the Permanent Secretary,
FME in presenting the LRCN publication

The Permanent Secretary and other dignitaries visit
LRCN exhibition stand

The National President, NLA, Alh. Abdulsalami
Rilwanu, delivering a goodwill message
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Group photograph of the Permanent Secretary,
FME and other dignitaries
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