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LRCN inducts 877 Librarians

T

he 5th batch induction of Certified Librarians in
Nigeria was held at the National Universities
Commission (NUC) Abuja on 16th September, 2014.
A total of eight hundred and seventy seven (877)
Librarians were inducted which brings the number of
professional librarians in Nigeria to 4,141. The
ceremony commenced with a pre-induction lecture
titled “Code of Conduct and Ethics for Librarians”
presented by the Director, Library Services, Federal
Ministry of Education (FME), Mr. Lawrence
Ogundana. The aim of the lecture was to expose the
inductees to the wider scope of responsibilities
attached to the new title.
The Honourable Minister of Education,
Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau, represented by the
Permanent Secretary, Dr. MacJohn Nwaobiala,
admitted the inductees into the body of Professional
Librarians in Nigeria after taking the oath of
allegiance which was administered by the
Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie.
The Chairman of the occasion and Chairman,
House of Representative Committee on Education,
Hon. Aminu Suleiman commended the efforts of
Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria in
fulfilling its mandates amidst challenges. Hon.
Suleiman pledged his support towards ensuring that
major obstacles facing the Council are addressed

Cross section of the inductees

through effective legislation.
Speaking at the event the Registrar/CEO, LRCN,
Dr. Victoria Okojie urged the inductees to deploy
their expertise for national growth and
development.
Responding on behalf of the inductees, Mr.
Akinade P. Awoyemi expressed joy and promised to
uphold the ethics of the profession at all times.
Highlights of the occasion were the public
presentation of the latest publication of the Council
titled “List of Certified Librarians, 2014” which
contains detailed information regarding librarians
certified by the Council from 2005 till date and the
poetry presentation by a 10-year old primary 5
pupil, Natasha Gbaja.
Other dignitaries that witnessed the
induction include the Minister of State for
Education, Chief (Barr.) Ezenwo Nyesom Wike,
represented by his Special Assistant on Special
Duties, Mr. Lambert Opara; the Keynote Speaker,
Prof. Godswill Obioma, represented by Dr. Chima
Ubani; The Director/CEO of National Library of
Nigeria, Mal. H. A. Jato. Others were the Executive
Secretary, National Universities Commission, Prof.
Julius Okojie; The University Librarian, University
of Abuja, Prof. I. I. Ekoja; The President, Nigerian
Library Association, Alh. Rilwanu Abdulsalam;

Dignitaries at the event
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Dr. Okojie honoured @ the 80th IFLA World Conference
agenda to ensure that everyone has access to and is
able to understand, use and share the information
that is necessary to promote sustainable
development and democratic societies.
Highlight of the event was the award of
certificate of honour to the Chair, IFLA Africa
Section and Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria
Okojie by the IFLA President, Sinnika Sipila in
recognition of her outstanding contributions to IFLA
and Librarianship. The Conference attracted over
3,997 participants from 120 countries across the
globe. About Eighty Seven (87) librarians from
Nigeria were in attendance among them were three
LRCN Management staff .

T

he 2014 International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions (IFLA)
Conference with the theme “Libraries, Citizens,
Societies: Confluence for Knowledge” was held in
Lyon, France from 16th – 22nd August, 2014. The
objectives of the IFLA 2014 Conference among
others were to help participants build their capacity to
better advocate on behalf of libraries and convince
policy and decision makers on the importance of
access to information in development so that their
governments recognize the value libraries bring to
development. Ultimately, libraries can benefit from
being included in the national plans that will
implement the new development agenda from
January 1st, 2016. The conference is also aimed at
helping the participants deliver higher quality library
services by building capacity at institutional and
association levels via strong library association
programmes.
The Congress witnessed the launching of the
Lyon Declaration on Access to Information and
Development. The document which was prepared by
IFLA and a number of strategic partners in the library
and development communities called on United
Nations Member States to make an international
commitment through the post-2015 development

IFLA President addressing some of the delegates

Dr. Okojie chairs IFLA Pre-event Workshop
at Internet Governance Forum

T

he 3rd Africa Internet Governance Conference
was held from 10th–12th July, 2014 at NICON
Luxury hotel, Abuja. The theme of the forum was
“Connecting Continents for Enhanced MultiStakeholder Internet Governance”. The
Registrar/CEO, LRCN Dr. Victoria Okojie chaired
the pre-event workshop organized by the
International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions (IFLA) on the sidelines of the 3rd Africa
Internet Governance Forum (AiGF).
The workshop focused on public access to
information and knowledge under the development
context and the extent to which the post-2015
framework will harness ICTs to improve the
application of resources and enable African
stakeholders to make informed decision. Also it is
aimed at bringing about 1billion people online. The
workshop which was in two batches had the panel
discussion as well as questions and answers segment.
Finally, participants made several suggestions
ranging from steady power supply, government

regulations for infrastructural resources development
and proper maintenance of the existing ICT
infrastructure.
The International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions (IFLA), along with
other ICT4D organizations has consistently
advocated for public access to ICTs as key enabling
element for access to information and development.
The workshop had over 100 participants from across
African countries.
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2nd left, Dr. Victoria Okojie & other dignitaries

IREX partners LRCN on Transformation
of Nigerian Public Libraries

T

he International Research Exchanges
Board(IREX), a non-governmental
organization based in the United States of America
has made an assessment visit to Nigerian public
libraries to find areas of assistance towards
modernization of the public libraries. To this end
IREX's Country Director in Ukraine, Mr Matej
st
rd
Novak visited some libraries in Nigeria from 1 -3
June, 2014. Part of IREX's core objective is to
improve access to information through the
modernization of public libraries and providing
public access to internet in libraries.
After interactions with stakeholders on
areas of joint interest and visits to some libraries,
the IREX representative concluded that there is a lot
of drive by Nigerian government to promote the use
of information and communication technologies. Mr.
Novak said Nigeria and IREX are both members of
the Alliance for Affordable Internet (A4AI)
Coalition, hence the need for the two members to
deliberate on ways of improving access to
information using the Internet. LRCN, he said will be
their official contact for all their interventions in
Nigeria.

The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr Victoria
Okojie on her part said Nigeria will welcome IREX's
contribution especially in the area of training for
librarians and also added that plans are underway to
transform public libraries in Nigeria to public access
venues.

L-R: Mr. M. Novak, Dr. Victoria Okojie & Dr. Abiodun Jagun, Special
Adviser to the Hon. Minister of Communication Technology on Posts
and Telecommunication

rd

LRCN Attends the 3 National Education
Innovation Exhibition

L

rd

RCN participated in the 3 National Education
Innovations Exhibition that was held at the Old
st
Parade Ground, Area 10, Garki, Abuja, between 1
and 2nd December, 2014. The exhibition was
organized by the Federal Ministry of Education
(FME) in collaboration with the Federal Ministries of
Communication Technology, Science & Technology,
Industries, Trade & Investment and Health.
The aim of the annual event is to create
awareness of innovations, talents and information
resources emanating from the Federal Ministry of
Education and its various agencies and parastatals. It
is an opportunity to assess and give account of the
immense investment that is being made in the
educational sector. The exhibition is also a platform
to woo potential investors and sponsors to champion
the course of these creative ideas.
Activities of LRCN were presented to the
public at the Council's Stand. Items on display were:
LRCN Act; Statistical Digest of Libraries and
Librarians in Nigeria; List of Certified Librarians;

School Library Manual; Librarians' Code of Ethics;
LRCN Newsletters and Bulletins; Proceedings of
LRCN Workshops and LRCN Photo Album. Highlight
of the occasion was the tour of Stands by the Hon.
Minister of Education, Mal. Ibrahim Shekarau and his
entourage as well as other dignitaries and visitors from
various organizations.

The Hon. Minister of Education, Mal. Ibrahim Shekarau at LRCN Stand
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LRCN, NITDA Train Librarians on Application
of Free and Open Source Software

L

Nigeria Nsukka, Prof Benjamin Ozumba who was
represented by the Vice Chancellor Administration,
Professor Edwin Igbokwe said the use of appropriate
software in library operations is central to
globalization and localization of research outputs. The
VC said the workshop is critical in building the
required capacity among Nigerian librarians in
acquisition of the required skills and competencies
which propel the present information age.
The Enugu State Commissioner for Education,
Prof Chris Okoro said the impact of libraries in the
development of the education sector is germane
hence, the government recently re-introduced Library
Period in schools time table across Enugu state.
The free and open source software demonstrated at the
workshop were KOHA, D-space, Greenstone and
CDS/ISIS. The workshop was attended by 77
participants from various organizations across the
country. The participants adjudged the workshop as
timely and resourceful.

ibrarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria in
collaboration with the National Information
Technology Development Agency (NITDA) held a
National Workshop on Application of Free and
Open Source Software (FOSS) in Library
Operations at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka
th
th
from 4 –7 August, 2014. The workshop was aimed
at equipping Librarians with skills and knowledge
they require to carry out their jobs efficiently and
effectively especially in the area of information and
communication technologies.
Speaking during the opening ceremony, the
Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie said that
the Council considered it appropriate to partner with
the foremost public IT organization, NITDA in
seeking to equip information professionals and
managers with competencies and skills that will
enable them choose and work with free and open
source software in their libraries. She stated that free
and open source software is free, accessible and easy
to maintain but most librarians are not informed
about their availability or they lack requisite skills to
deploy the facilities.
The Director General of NITDA, Mr. Peter
Jack who was represented by the Assistant Director,
Corporate Strategy and Research, Mr. Idris Yelwa
said that NITDA and LRCN are seeking Open
Source solutions for improved service delivery in
the libraries. He was optimistic that if librarians are
armed with relevant IT skills, they would be repositioned to address some of the challenges in the
sector and thereby contribute meaningfully to
national growth and development.
The Vice Chancellor of the University of

Dr. Victoria Okojie (4th from left) with other dignitaries in a group
photograph with the participants

LRCN intervenes in the Prison Libraries in Nigeria

A

s part of efforts to enforce quality assurance in the
library and information sector, Librarians’
Registration Council of Nigeria is intervening in the
prison libraries in Nigeria. Kuje Medium Security
Prison library, Abuja, FCT was selected as the pilot
project. The aim of this project is to provide the inmates
with conducive learning environment rich with book
and non–book materials that will enable them actualize
their educational dreams. The Council also intends to
contribute to the proper rehabilitation and
transformation of the inmates by promoting access to
information, thereby contributing to the federal
government transformation agenda. This will assist the
5

inmates to fit into the society after serving their jail
terms.
It is against this background that LRCN
conducted a survey of the Kuje prison library to
identify their areas of need and skills gap. The result of
the survey revealed that the prison library requires the
following interventions: expansion of the library;
provision of furniture; upgrading of the collection and
re–training of library staff. To accomplish its quest of
refurbishing the library, the Council had gone ahead to
make purchase of books and non–book materials,
computers, reading chairs and tables and other
facilities that will enable the inmates have access to
information.

LRCN organizes 3rd edition of eLibrary
Workshop for Librarians

T

rd

he 3 edition of eLibrary workshop with the
theme “eLibrary as a Tool for Achieving the
Transformation Agenda in Nigeria” has been
organized by the Librarians' Registration Council of
Nigeria at the University of Ibadan from 23rd–28th
November, 2014. The aim of the workshop was to
equip the information professionals and managers
with requisite competencies and skills that will enable
them manage elibraries in their institutions and
organizations for the attainment of the transformation
agenda.

The Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr. Victoria
Okojie said the Council is committed to ensuring that
information professionals in Nigeria are at par with
their counterparts in developed countries of the world.
The Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria in a
recent assessment of the seventy-four (74) eLibraries
deployed by Universal Service Provision Fund (USPF)
across the country has discovered that Librarians are yet
to acquire the basic skills needed to manage eLibraries.
Dignitaries who attended the workshop include
the Vice Chancellor, University of Ibadan, Prof. Isaac
Adewale, represented by Dean, Faculty of Sciences,
Prof. Idowu Farai; the University Librarian, Dr.
Benedict Oladele; National Treasurer, Nigerian Library
Association (NLA) Hajiya Neemat D. Abdulrahim
among others. One hundred and sixty-seven (67)
librarians and information managers from various
organizations across the country attended the
workshop.

Group photograph of dignitaries with participants

National Library of Nigeria clocks 50

T

he National Library of Nigeria (NLN)
celebrated its 50th anniversary on 2nd December,
2014 at the International Conference Center,
Abuja. The Honourable Minister of Education Mal.
Ibrahim Shekarau was represented by the Director
Library Services, Federal Ministry of Education, Mr.
Lawrence Ogundana while the Registrar/CEO LRCN,
Dr. Victoria Okojie was represented by the Director,
Professional Services Department, Mr. Dele Omotoso.
The keynote speaker and former CEO of the
National Library, Alhaji Mu’azu H. Wali recounted the
chronology of National Library of Nigeria. He called on
the institution to re-strategize on its core mandate of
providing access to information to all Nigerians.
Highlights of the occasion were quiz, debate,
reading competition and spelling bee. Others were
exhibitions and cutting of the anniversary cake.
Participants were also presented with prizes.

L-R: Representative of the Reg/CEO LRCN, Mr. Dele Omotoso & the
representative of the Hon. Minister of Education, Mr. L. Ogundana
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T

IREX, LRCN hold Vision Workshop

he International Research and Exchanges Board
(IREX) in collaboration with LRCN held a two-day
workshop at the LRCN Conference room in Abuja on the
10th and 11th of November, 2014. The aim of the training
was to form a group of stakeholders who have the same
vision of a modern library as a strong development leader
in the community. It sought to encourage libraries and
librarians towards societal development especially in the
areas of serving the community, modernizing the
libraries through partnerships with developmental
organizations and urging the community to maximize the
use of the library by organizing developmental
programmes and adopting technologically based
projects.

Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie making
her opening remarks

The participants were guided on the structure of the
expected projects and reporting formats. Equally,
the participants were also briefed on success stories
from similar projects from other regions in Africa.
They were given time to brainstorm and seek
avenues for collaboration as well as identify
potential partnerships.
The workshop was facilitated by two
Resource Persons: Mr Matej Novak, African
representative for Beyond Access and Miss Brenda
Musasizi Musoke, National Coordinator for
Uganda Community Library Association. The
workshop witnessed the presence of nine NonGovernmental Organizations(NGOs), six heads of
libraries and six national stakeholders.

Group Photo of the Participants

Lawmakers oversight visit to LRCN: commend the
Council’s efforts

T

he House of Representatives' Committee on
Education paid an oversight visit to the Council
on the 14th of August, 2014. The Registrar/CEO of
Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria, Dr
Victoria Okojie who was represented by the Director,
Professional Services Department, Mr. Dele
Omotoso briefed the Committee on the various
activities of the Council. She equally informed the
lawmakers that inadequate funding is the key
challenge facing the Council.

Mr. Dele Omotoso, representative of the Reg/CEO
LRCN, presenting the welcome address

The leader of the team and Chairman, House
Committee on Education, Hon. Aminu Suleiman
commended LRCN for achieving so much with the
meagre resources allocated to it while assuring the
Council of the Committee's adequate legislative
support. He expressed optimism that with more
available resources the Council will perform creditably
well. Over twenty (20) Lawmakers were on the team
including the Deputy Chairman of the House
Committee on Education, Dr. Rose Okoh and the Clerk
of the Committee, Mr. Ibitoye Bamisaiye.
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Group Photograph with the Lawmakers

LRCN, USPF undertake Baseline study and
Needs Assessment of eLibraries
in Nigeria
staff; produce a pool of relevant information/data in
acquiring e-resources; monitor and evaluate impact and
above all develop a framework and guidelines geared
towards achieving sustainability of the project. In line
with the foregoing, a one day training workshop was
st
held on 31 July, 2014 for the field officers at the
Nigerian Turkish Nile University, Abuja.
The workshop was attended by the
Management Team and Staff of LRCN; USPF
representative, Alh. Shafii Ndanusa; the Librarian,
Nigeria Turkish Nile University; the President, West
African Library Association (WALA), Dr. James
Daniel and the University Librarian, University of
Abuja, Prof. I. I. Ekoja.
Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria
further deployed the field officers and Research
Assistants to the various locations of the 74 e-libraries
in the country. The exercise was conducted in two
batches which took place from 11th–14th and from
25th–28th August, 2014 respectively. The result of the
survey would go a long way in assisting the
stakeholders to achieve the objectives for which the
eLibraries were established.

Group photograph with the participants

The Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria
(LRCN) has signed an MoU with the Universal Service
Provision Fund (USPF) to assess the eLibraries
established by the Fund. The aim of the assessment is to
determine the current state of the 74 eLibraries
deployed by USPF across the states of the federation by
identifying their needs and skills gap; build capacity of

Dr. Okojie addressing the participants

Dr. Okojie inspects the USPF e-library at National Library of Nigeria, Lagos
State

Cross section of the participants
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Deputy Director Alh. J. Wase (3rd from right) with the Rector of Sokoto
State Poly & the Librarian Alh. Umar Jabo during his visit to the eLibrary

Okojie, Others speak at School Library
Association Confab

T

th

passion for the development of school libraries
in Nigeria. She charged the Teacher Librarians
to develop their competencies in information
literacy, be innovative, creative and to provide
value added services. This is because the
Librarians of the 21st century should have the
ability to manage the digital information
system as this encompasses the overall
competencies necessary to generate, organize,
retrieve and disseminate digital information.
Dignitaries who graced the opening
ceremony were the Special Guest of Honour,
Her Excellency, Chief (Mrs.) Florence
Ajimobi, Wife of Oyo State Governor who was
represented by the Special Adviser to the
Governor on Local Government Matters, Barr.
Adebisi Adegoke; the Deputy Vice–Chancellor
(Academics), UI, Prof. Idowu Olayinka; Oyo
State Commissioner of Education, Prof.
Solomon Olaniyonu; The Registrar/CEO
LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie, represented by
Chief Librarian, Dr. Justina Ogbonna; First
President of Nigerian School Library
Association, Prof. F. A. Ogunsheye, etc.
Goodwill messages were also delivered by
NLA Oyo State Chapter and Head of Service,

he 29 Annual Conference of Nigerian School
Library Association was held from 27th–31st
October, 2014 at the Multipurpose Hall, Chapel of
Resurrection, University of Ibadan, Oyo State. The
theme of the Conference was “Towards Effective
Information Literacy skills in Nigerian Schools”. The
main objective was to intimate Teacher Librarians on
how to develop reading culture and information
literacy in pupils and students in Nigerian schools.
In her paper presentation titled “Librarians'
Registration Council of Nigeria and School
Librarianship in Nigeria”, the Registrar/CEO LRCN,
Dr. Victoria Okojie stated that a prime function of
education is to produce individuals who have “learned
how to learn” so that they can continue to learn
throughout their lives. She also said that modern
libraries need to provide activities that will engage
users such as reading clubs, debates, reading
competitions, essay writing among others. Dr. Okojie
used the medium to disclose that Librarians'
Registration Council of Nigeria and the Nigerian
Education Research Development Centre (NERDC)
will work together to produce a curriculum for library
and information science schools in Nigeria. She said
that LRCN recognizes the importance of school
libraries in the education process and as such has

Group photograph of dignitaries at the Conference

Dr. Justina Ogbonna, representative of LRCN Registrar/CEO
presenting a paper at the Conference

I

NITDA sets up eLibrary at LRCN

n line with the partnership agreement signed
between the National Information Technology
Development Agency (NITDA) and the LRCN,
NITDA has established an electronic library at the
Council's head office in Abuja. The elibrary is
equipped with computers, Computer desks, chairs,
laptops, sever, projector, scanner, photocopying
machine, colour printers, air conditioners, office
furniture, standby generator among other accessories.
The library will be commissioned at a later date.
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The eLibrary

PHOTO SPLASH
5th Induction in Pictures

The Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie
delivering her welcome address

Unveiling of the newest publication by LRCN:
“List of Certified Librarians 2014”

Nigerian Security & Civil Defence Corps
band at the event

Miss Natasha Gbaja presenting a poem

Group photograph of LRCN Management
and Staff after the Induction

Chairman House Committee on Education,
Hon. Aminu Suleiman making a remark

Three inductees who participated in the
ceremonial presentation and collection of
induction certificate

Cross section of Inductees

Dr. Chima Ubani delivering the Keynote
address for Prof. Godswill Obioma

The Director (PSD), Mr. Dele Omotoso giving a
vote of thanks
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The Permanent Secretary, FME, Dr. MacJohn
Nwaobiala, delivering a speech on behalf of the
Hon. Minister

L–R : Prof. Julius Okojie, Hon. Aminu
Suleiman & Dr. MacJohn Nwaobiala sharing a
view

National President Nigerian Library Association,
Ahl. Rilwanu Abdulsalam delivering his goodwill
message

Mr. Lambert Opara, Special Assistant to the Minister
of State for Education, delivering a speech

Ahl. Ja'afaru A. Wase, DD (PSD) saying the
closing prayer

PHOTO SPLASH
80th IFLA World Conference, Lyon, France

IFLA President, Sinnika Sipila addressing
the Congress

L-R: Mr. & Mrs. Dele Omotoso; Mrs. B. F.
Shuaibu with other delegates

L-R: Mal. Y. Idris; Ambassador Sam
Jimba, Dr. V. Okojie, Mrs. B. F. Shuaibu
& Alh. J. A. Wase

Group photograph of Nigerian Delegates

Dr. Okojie (1st right) chairing the Africa
Section meeting

L-R: Dr. B. Oladele, Dr. V. Okojie with
other delegates at the Plenary Session

A delegate making a presentation

Cross section of Volunteers at the
Conference

Dr. V. Okojie (3rd from right) with some
African Women delegates

First Row: Alh. J. Wase (1st left) with
other delegates at the Conference

R-L:Alh. R. Abdulsalami, Dr. V. Okojie,
Mal. H. Jato with another delegate

L-R: 1st Minister of Education, South
Africa with Dr. V. Okojie

Alh. J. Wase (1st left) explaining things to
Mr. Dele Omotoso & his wife

Some Nigerian delegates
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Alh. J. Wase (middle) with visitors at the
Africa Section Poster Stand

PHOTO SPLASH

LRCN visits new Director General of NITDA

Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. V. Okojie and DG,
NITDA, Mr. Peter Jack

Cross section of LRCN management team at
the meeting

Cross section of NITDA management team

House of Rep. Committee oversight visit to LRCN

House Committee members during the visit

1st from left: Clerk of the Committee, Mr
Ibitoye Bamisaye and LRCN Management

The Committee Chairman, Hon. Suleiman
Aminu speaking during the visit

LRCN National Workshops, 2014

Practical session at the eLibrary Workshop

Practical session at the Free and
O p e n S o u r c e S o f t w a r e Wo r k s h o p

Dr. Okojie speaking during the technical
session of the eLibrary Workshop
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