L R C NBulletin
LIBRARIANS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL OF NIGERIA
December, 2012 A PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR/CEO

T

ISSN:2141-9388 Vol. 2 No. 12

LRCN, NITDA Hold Open Source Software
Workshop

he Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) in collaboration with the National Information
Technology Development Agency (NITDA) held a workshop on the application of free and open
source software in libraries from 4-8 November, 2012 at the e-library of the University of Calabar,
Cross River State.
Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie who spoke during the opening ceremony said the workshop was
one of the numerous knowledge enhancement and quality service delivery programmes of the Librarians'
Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN).

Dr Okojie delivering the welcome address during the opening
ceremony of the Workshop

Cross Section of Participants at the event.

The workshop, she said was aimed at equipping library and information science professionals with skills
required to be well positioned to deliver services in the Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
driven age and contribute immensely to bridging the digital divide.
LRCN boss said the Council is committed to popularizing and developing library and information science
services in Nigeria and ensuring sustainable growth through capacity building for librarians, in line with the
goals of the Federal Ministry of Education and the transformation agenda of President Goodluck Jonathan.
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As a deliverable of the workshop, LRCN’ Dr Okojie said
is determined to undertake processes that will lead to
the development of institutional repositories in at
least 100 libraries in Nigeria before the end of 2013.
This is to ensure that ICTs are adequately infused into
library operations.
An institutional repository is an online locus for
collecting, preserving, and disseminating - in digital
form - the intellectual output of an institution,
particularly a research institution.
“As part of deliverables of this workshop, LRCN will
monitor, evaluate and support libraries to ensure that
by the end of 2013, about 100 libraries in Nigeria
would have developed institutional repositories,”

L-R: Former University Librarian, the University of
Calabar(UNICAL), Dr Olu Olat Lawal; Director, Corporate Strategy
and Research, NITDA, Mr Emeka Ezekwesili; Vice Chancellor,
UNICAL, Prof. James Epoke; LRCN Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria
Okojie; UNICAL Librarian, Dr. Margaret Edem and Director PSD,
LRCN, Mr. Dele Omotoso when LRCN team paid courtesy visit to
the office of the Vice Chancellor of UNICAL

she said. “We want to see libraries share information seamlessly; package outputs from organisations
especially intellectual products in a digital and online format and make same available all over the world.”
She said librarians will play this role to promote local content development.
According to her, ICTs are being used in ingenious ways to deliver more effective services, it would therefore
be appropriate to learn how to, for example, package information in a more visible format and make it
available globally.
The Registrar also said that the workshop will look at how school, private and public libraries can access free
and open source software (FOSS) so that libraries that cannot afford proprietary software would be offered
the skill on how to utilize the FOSS.
Director General of National Information
Technology Development Agency, Prof Cleopas
Angaye said the agency is currently focussing on
local content creation in the ICT sector and that they
collaborate any willing stakeholder to achieve this.
The DG who was represented at the workshop by
the Agency's Director, Corporate Strategy and
Research, Mr Emeka Ezekwesili said “Part of our
mandate is to collaborate with various stakeholders
because IT cuts across various fields.”
Group photograph of participant after the opening Ceremony
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Vice Chancellor of the University of Calabar, Prof. James Epoke in his remark noted that building the capacity
of librarians to do a lot of things with the information and communication technologies is a germane as it
would help in pushing out works done privately to the public domain.
“If you do not know how to upload content, how will the world know what you are doing,” he asked.
But the Chief Executive Officer of the National Library of Nigeria noted that before the advent of ICTs the
libraries have always been there so there are enough materials to create local contents and make necessary
equipment available.
Other dignitaries at the workshop opening are the Librarian of the University of Calabar, Dr Margaret Edem
and the Chair of the Nigerian Library Association, Cross Rivers State Chapter, Eno Ottong. They both
expressed delight at the opportunity to host the workshop.

Practical Session of the Workshop

Dr. Okojie and Mr Ezekwesili exchanging ideas during the
opening ceremony

Vice Chancellor of UNICAL, Prof. James Epoke making a
remark at the event.

Practical Session of the Workshop
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New US Embassy IRO Visits LRCN

T

he newly deployed Information Resource
Officer for the United States of America
Mission in Nigeria, Dr Malore Brown in the
company of a staff member of the Embassy in Abuja,
Mrs Elizabeth Akinbulumo paid a visit to the office of
the Registrar/CEO of Librarians' registration Council of
Nigeria (LRCN), Dr Victoria Okojie on November 14,
2012.
During the visit Dr Malore expressed the interest to
have LRCN work with the Embassy to promote library
practices in Nigeria.
Her interest is in developing younger professionals

LRCN Management with the guests.

through mentoring and exposure to library practises globally. “I think we may be trying to do something for
new librarians coming into the field,” she said.
Dr Malore noted that emphasis will be laid on building their capacity, training, mentoring and allowing them
participate in programmes available while consideration should also be given to exchange programmes for
young librarians.
For Mrs Akinbulumo, cultivating relationship between the two organisations and getting to know about
each others programmes would be helpful.
Responding, Dr Okojie said building the capacity of younger professionals is a step in the right direction.
“We can learn from them and they can learn from us,” she stated, saying this would require systematic
approach.
She invited the Embassy to contribute to the curriculum review of LIS programme already being planned to
be done in partnership with the National Universities Commission.
She also sought collaboration with the US Mission in the area of Advocacy, Reading Promotion and training
on Proposal Writing.

Dr. Malore presenting a souvenir to Dr Okojie
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Registrar/CEO Dr Victoria Okojie strikes a pose with Dr
Malore and Mrs Liz Akibulumo after the visit.

Education Minister Visits LRCN Stand At
Innovations Exhibition

T

he Minister of Education Prof Ruqayyatu Ahmed Rufa'i was one of the numerous visitors attracted to
the exhibition stand of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria during the National Education
Innovation Exhibition held at the Old Parade Ground Abuja from 19 – 21 November, 2012.

Prof Rufa'i was guided round the stand by the Chief Librarian, Ms. Noram Amako. The Minister was given a
brief on each of the items on display which include copies of the LRCN Act 12 of 1995; registration forms;
st
nd
rd
proceedings of workshops organised by the Council; programmes of 1 , 2 and 3 Induction. Others are:
copies of LRCN Bulletin and Newsletter, soft copies of LRCN activities report among other items.

Minister of Education Prof. Ruqayyatu Ahmed Rufa’i presenting an
address during the opening of the exhibition

Prof. Rufai visits LRCN stand

93 Federal parastatals, Unity colleges, Monotechnics, Colleges of Education, Polytechnics, Universities,
Private sectors and Inventors participated at the 2012 exhibition.
The Exhibition was organised by the Federal Ministry of Education in conjunction with the Federal Ministries
of Communication Technology; Health; Science and Technology and Trade and Investment.
The Minister of Education said at the event that over the years, Nigerian educational institutions have
demonstrated commitment to innovations to support social and economic progress.
“The challenge however, is that most of these innovations are rarely put to public use so that they can
enhance the well being of the population within and outside Nigeria.
“For these to be properly put to use, they must be linked to organisations that can provide opportunity for
mass production and marketing. The National Education Innovations exhibition is therefore being
organised to bring to public attention, innovations from our educational institutions,” she said.
Prof Rufa'i also said that the exhibition would provide opportunity for the private sector to be aware and
partner with the institutions for the purpose of commercializing the products.
LRCN Registrar, Dr Victoria Okojie led the entire management of the Council to the exhibition.

P.5

Education Minister visits LRCN Exhibtion Stand

LRCN Registrar/CEO, Dr Victoria Okojie and the Executive
Secretary of National Universities Commision, Prof. Julius Okojie
at the event.

LRCN Staff at the exhibition stand

Senior Auditor, Mr Paul Jaga and the Chief Admin Officer, Mr
Pius Ejiga at the event.

Registrar/CEO, Teachers Registration Council of Nigeria, Prof.
Adison Wokocha at LRCN stand during the exhibition.
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