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LRCN Visits new Director General of NITDA

T

he Management team of Librarians'
Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN), led
by the Registrar/CEO of Dr Victoria Okojie
paid a visit to the office of the newly appointed
Director General of National Information
Technology Development Agency (NITDA), Mr
Peter Jack on Thursday, July 17, 2014. Dr Okojie
said the visit was to familiarize with the NITDA
boss and to strengthen the already existing
relationship between the two organizations.
Congratulating the DG on his appointment, Dr.
Dr Okojie and Mr. Peter Jack
Okojie stated that Nigeria always had technocrats
in the sector and expressed optimism that with
Mr. Jack’s wealth of experience, NITDA will be taken some steps forward during his term of
office.
“We have seen a lot of opportunities in the Nigerian ICT sector and are glad that NITDA is
championing the process of mainstreaming ICTs into the different sectors of the economy.
We are here to interact with you and familiarize with the DG as partners in progress,” she
said.
Dr Okojie also said that LRCN and NITDA have
successful collaborations which led to both organization
jointly hosting two workshops that focused on
application of free and open source software in library
operations, as well as producing draft standards for elibraries in Nigeria.
Mr. Omotoso; Dr Okojie, Mr Peter Jack and NITDA
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The Registrar also called on NITDA to locate its Rural Information Technology Centres
(RITCs) in all Public Libraries across Nigeria.
Public libraries are local centres of information accessible by the general public for all kinds
of knowledge and information while RITCs, a brain child of NITDA is aimed to take ICTs to
rural and underserved areas.
Converting some sections of the Public libraries as RITCs will deliver content and value to
teeming rural dwellers whose only contact to the affordable and robust internet services
might be the libraries.
Dr Okojie said LRCN will deploy its pool of human capital resource at its disposal to ensure
the project succeeds and is willing to work with NITDA to actualize the dream maintaining
that it is more cost effective to use public libraries for RITCs. “They are situated within the
communities. People already have confidence in libraries because they are accessible to
everybody. Public libraries are underserved and instead of building new structures, you can
use public libraries; they have structures and people in place. I strongly urge you to use
public libraries as RITCs,” Dr Okojie advocated.

Cross section of NITDA management team

Cross section of LRCN management team at the
meeting

Responding, the NITDA DG, Mr Peter Jack said the agency is adopting a multi-stakeholder
approach in delivering its services and stakeholders such as Librarians' Registration Council
of Nigeria will be a natural partner. He pledged to consider the request for turning public
libraries into Public Access Venues as it fits perfectly into the agency's grand plan of
establishing about 200, 000 tele-centres in all unserved and underserved communities of
Nigeria. The two agencies agreed to raise a committee and develop a framework for the
different areas of collaboration.

P.2

Dr Okojie Chairs IFLA Internet Governance
Workshop

T

he Registrar/CEO of Librarians'
Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN), Dr
Victoria Okojie chaired the pre-event
workshop organized by the International
Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions (IFLA) on the sidelines of the 3rd
Africa Internet Governance Forum (AiGF) held
from 10th -12th July, 2014 at the Conference hall,
Nicon Luxury Hotel, Abuja.
The workshop was attended by over 100
participants and focused on 'Public Access to
Dr. Okojie with other panelists at the event.
ICTs, Development and Post-2015 Agenda.
The workshop called on policy makers to ensure the next billion people are online. The
workshop explored the role of access to Information and knowledge under the
development context and the extent to which the post 2015 framework will harness ICTs
to improve the application of resources.
The workshop which was in 2 batches had the panel discussion and Question and Answers
segments. IFLA, along with other ICT4D organizations, has consistently advocated for public
access to ICTs as key enabling element for access to information and therefore for
development.
The theme of the AiGF was 'Connecting Continents for Enhanced Multi-stakeholder Internet
Governance.'

L-R: Rep. of the secretary, Universal Service Provision Fund
(USPF), Mr Shaffi Ndamusa; Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr Victoria
Okojie and President Nigeria Library Association, Rilwan
Abdulsalami

Participants at the event
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NTNU Hosts LRCN In-House Training on Baseline
Study

A

capacity building programme for some staff members of Librarians' Registration
Council of Nigeria was held at the Nigerian Turkish Nile University, Abuja on
Thursday, 30th August, 2014.

The aim of the training was to prepare the staffers on how to carry out baseline study and
needs assessment for the e-libraries established by the Universal Service Provision Fund
(USPF) of the Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC). LRCN and USPF had signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to make the e-libraries sustainable.
Welcoming the participants, the Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie said the
programme was designed to provide requisite skills required for the field work and called on
them to take full advantage of the opportunity to provide better services.
Resource persons were experienced librarians led the participants in reviewing all the
questionnaires for the research. There were sessions on corporate ethics and role play to
ensure good outing at the fields.

L-R: Alhaji Jaafaru Wase, Dr. James Daniel,
Registrar/CEO LRCN Dr Victoria Okojie and Mr. Dele
Omotoso

Dr Okojie poses for a group photogragh with
particpants

Some members of the management staff at
the event

Some members of staff at the event
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