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LRCN Registrar, others Advocate Disaster
Management Plan for Libraries

S

takeholders in the library and information science sector (LIS) have been called upon
to develop a working document for effective management of Nigerian librarians to
protect the library facilities and resources from destruction when emergencies and
disaster occur.
Registrar/CEO of Librarians' registration Council of Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie made this call
in her address during the third librarians' forum organized by the Council in Abuja. The
forum focused on security and disaster management in libraries.
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Dr Okojie said that as Nigeria currently grapples with terrorism and other security challenges,
there is the need to think up workable strategies to ensure that libraries are protected.
“I therefore call on the library and information science sector professionals in Nigeria to
develop Disaster Management Plan for Libraries in the country.”
Dr Okojie noted that the plan has become expedient because there are documents that are
very key to a nation's life and very important that when such documents are lost or destroyed,
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it becomes impossible to replace them, hence the need for immutable strategies to keep
them intact.
The Registrar cited that damages have been done to libraries by protesters during periods of
unrest in different parts of Africa. She cited that Libraries in Alexandria, Egypt and in Mali have
been torched. “Libraries hold sensitive history and important documentation hence the need
for a plan that is not only proactive but preventive. A lot still needs to be done to ensure that
library resources are not completely lost to emergencies as some resources are irreparable.”
She said the plan will be made available to all libraries in Nigeria to adopt when it is ready.
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A Resource Person at the Forum and the University Librarian, University of Abuja, Professor
Innocent Ekoja said that because in reality, the occurrence of disaster is a possibility, “there
is need for planning to eliminate all chances of its occurrence, to have a well-conceived
disaster plan, which articulates deliberate response and recovery guidelines.”
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The Plan he suggested should provide for speedy and efficient response; minimization of the
impact of the disaster; prioritization of the areas to be salvaged and responders to be
contacted immediately in the event of occurrence of disaster. Others are: consideration of
disaster response team; outlining the responsibilities of the members of the team and
adhering to standards with respect to fire, flood, abatement among other items.

Mr Ogundana explaining a point

Mr Kubua Almond of the NSCDC making a presentation

Cross section of participants at the forum

Deputy Director LRCN Alhaji Abdullahi Wase making a
comment

Search and Rescue Officer of National Emergency Management Agency, (NEMA), Mr.
Labaran Ahman informed the participants that in managing accidents and emergencies in
industries/workplace (including libraries), there is the need to put in place the following
plans to ensure safe and secured work place in line with global best practices: Emergency
Evacuation Plan; Business Continuity Plan and Standard Operating Procedure.
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To Mr Kubua Almond of the Nigerian Security
and Civil Defence Corps, FCT Command, libraries
are always soft targets during emergency
situations and part of the ways to contain the
impact on libraries is adequate technical training
for library security guards. He also suggested that
library building codes should conform to modern
standards for ease of rescue in emergency
situations.
Other discussants at the forum include: Chief
Librarian, National Institute for Legislative
Studies, National Assembly, Abuja Abdulkadir
Idris Ahmed who made a presentation on
Conservation and Preservation of e-resources; Deputy Disaster Management Coordinator,
Nigeria Red Cross Society, Altine Simon, the presenter on Management of Disaster while the
Assistant Director, Library Services Federal Ministry of Education, Timothy Dibal spoke on
Management of Disasters: Policies, Guidelines and Standards.
No fewer than 86 participants attended the forum.

Interactive session ongoing

Interactive session ongoing
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